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In his poem, Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation
Front, Wendell Berry calls this “practicing resurrection.”
Describing what this looks like, he writes, in part:
So, friends, every day do something
that won’t compute. Love the Lord.
Love the world. Work for nothing.
Take all that you have and be poor.
Love someone who does not deserve it.

Finishing Our
Lenten Journey
Easter marks the culmination of our Lenten season. Our
theme for Lent this year was Dying Fully, Living Well. In
our baptisms, we are joined to Christ’s suffering and
death. We die to our false selves, and we die to our
sins. Through water and the Word, we are also joined
to Christ in his resurrection. We die so that we can live.
We are given new life in Christ.

Practicing resurrection is not only about the things that
we do. Resurrection entails letting of those things to
which we cling that are not of God. I invite you to
continue, or perhaps begin, the spiritual disciplines of
Lent that lead to dying fully and living well.

Easter is the day that we celebrate the resurrection. On
Easter, we proclaim that the tomb is empty. Jesus has
risen! There are probably a lot of jokes that can be told
this year because Easter falls on April Fool’s Day. There
are people who do not take the resurrection seriously,
even if they believe in it. Do you believe Jesus was
raised from the dead? If so, what difference does Jesus’
death and resurrection make in your life?

He is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia!
In God’s amazing grace,
Pastor Cheryl Ann Griffin

The “Community” part
of the Mission Shelter
really struck me this
second week of service.
We, the community of
St.
Stephen,
came
together to share God’s love with our neighbors who
are struggling in a variety of ways.

Jesus’ death and resurrection are not the end of the
story. It is, in the words of the Gospel of Mark, the
beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. God’s redeeming love still is present and active in
the world. Resurrection is the defeat of death so that
we can live, live as God intends.
Although Jesus is no longer physically present, he
promised to be with us through the Holy Spirit in the
Word and the waters of baptism. He promised to feed
us with himself through the Word in bread and wine.
We are washed, and fed and nourished so that God’s
word becomes flesh in our lives, and then we can be
Jesus’ hands and feet in this world. We are part of
God’s continuing story.

A young married couple – both joyous at having just
received offers of employment at Chick-fil-A. The
husband had an application in at Walmart, too, and
was hoping for an offer from them as well – he could
then work nights and also during the day. They would,
however, have to figure out where he could catch a few
hours of sleep during the day.
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A young girl, around 16, frightened and alone, was
brought in by the police; she was looking for a place to
spend the night. Since the shelter was full beyond
capacity, she had to wait until after 7:30 to see if there
was a bed available for her. She was shy and quite
frankly, afraid of some of the guests at the shelter. The
couple took her under their wings and saw that she had
enough to eat, sat with her, and befriended her –
helping her to feel safe. They created a community in
which she was not alone.

When Tom and I were picking up some supplies at the
Walmart on Monticello Avenue, we recognized our
cashier as a woman from the shelter in December. She
was always very quiet and unassuming. As our cashier,
she recognized us, but didn’t let on that she knew us
from the shelter. We had a very pleasant conversation,
and I thought about how difficult it must be to get a job
when homeless – with no address, no bank account for
direct deposit of paychecks, and no consistent place to
sleep, shower, or eat. I marveled at her ability to
overcome those obstacles. She was making it work and
I wondered about her support system – her
community.

Our kitchen crew – we come together in the morning at
4:00 AM to prepare, transport, and serve breakfast.
Folks are quick with a smile or joke – as long as there is
coffee! The 4:00 PM folks are also ready to prepare,
transport, and serve! No one complains about
preparing 10 lbs. of potatoes or baking 7 dozen cookies,
or pulling 20 lbs. of pork, or making 3 lbs. of macaroni
and cheese. At times, waiting for the ovens to complete
the cooking process is a bit tedious, but we learn about
each other in a way not possible when you see each
other for a few minutes on Sunday morning. 8:30
people met 11:00 people. “New” people met “old”
people. We are community, working together and
doing God’s work.

I thank everyone who prays for the St. Stephen team
working the Community of Faith Shelter each year. I
thank those who contribute funds and supplies that we
use or are able to give away. I thank those who
cheerfully greet the guests and take care of their
belongings; those who work to prepare food, transport,
and serve it with friendly faces and conversation; those
who check the guests out in the morning, urging them
to “be safe today.”
I thank God for the Community of St. Stephen.
Sandy Peterkin

Eating dinner – our folks from St. Stephen talk to the
shelter guests as peers and treat them with the respect
due any of their friends. Tom and I tend to joke with
each other while serving meals and the guests feel free
to join in the good-natured ribbing. Folks working the
intake table sit down with the guests to eat – off
Styrofoam plates with plastic forks. Building
community.

Footnote: We have received a number of very
generous gifts from individuals outside of our
congregation intended to augment our ministry to
those without permanent homes. These individuals
knew about our ministry to the homeless and/or
participated in programs sponsored by the National
Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI) in our building. A
portion of these funds were recently used to purchase
gift cards to Rack Room Shoes – for use by those
staying in the Community of Faith Ministry shelter. A
few of us who have worked closely with the Shelter
took the gift cards to the church housing the Shelter
mid-March.

Jeane Moore brought in a pair of men’s shoes that
were in very good shape and no longer fit Doug. As I
walked into the shelter at the Church of Christ on
Thursday evening I put them down on the floor next to
a table holding a variety of used clothing, free for the
taking. I kept walking to the kitchen area to help set up
to serve dinner. I didn’t think much else about it – until
a young man came up to me and said, “Thank you!
They’re just my size!” smiling down on his “new shoes.”
He was so happy that he would now have comfortable,
warm shoes to wear. I was particularly touched as I
didn’t think anyone had seen me put the shoes down. It
made me aware that our every move was watched.
People staying in the shelter take measure of those
working – building community.

We saw the face of Jesus in those receiving the gift of
shoes that night. We were able to personally bring the
love of our congregation and others who care to those
in need.
We give thanks for the generosity of our community
and the ministry and witness of so many at St. Stephen
in sharing the good news of Jesus through deeds of
kindness and mercy.
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ST. STEPHEN
LUTHERAN
PRESCHOOL

APRIL BAPTISMAL
ANNIVERSARIES
The significance of baptism, Luther teaches in the Small
Catechism, is “that the old creature in us with all sins
and evil desires is to be drowned and die through daily
contrition and repentance, and on the other hand that
daily a new person is to come forth and rise up to live
before God in righteousness and purity forever.”

We had a fabulous Spirit Event at Moe’s Southwest Grill
in March! Thank you to all who came out to support
our school. Parents of two of our children and a
member of our congregation matched the amount that
we made at Moe’s! Almost as important as the funds
raised is the community being established among our
parents and between our parents and church
members.

Your baptismal anniversary is an opportunity to light a
baptismal candle and to give some prayer time to
reflecting on your experiences during the past year on
your journey in faith!

After a visit to the Williamsburg Fire Station (during
which there were three calls, so the children got to see
the fire fighters in action responding to a problem), we
were visited by a pesky leprechaun! In addition to
moving items in the Preschool, tipping over chairs, the
leprechaun also hid golden rocks in the sandbox on the
playground. Everyone was Irish the week of St. Patrick’s
Day.

Pastor Andy Ballentine
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12
13
14
16
20
21
22
23
25
26
29

Gloria Lineberger, Daniel Owens
Thord Einarsen, Mark Gulesian, Cyndy Touhsaent
Hannah Pierce
Cricket Reubush
Tommy Peterkin
Paul Black, Brad Jefferson, Brandon Jefferson, Brock
Jefferson
Justice Jefferson
Gretchen Osborn
Karen Nester
Bob Achenbach, Brian Bergh
Gwen Agor
Nancy Egloff
Fred Haecker, Frank Younk
Chris Einarsen, Luke Sipes
Phyllis Spencer
Jim Mayfield
Diane Reeves
Elizabeth Stein

We finished March of by preparing for Easter - creating
beautiful Easter crosses, eggs and bunnies.
Do you know our Artist of the Month, Piet Mondrian?
Google him to see what our Preschool artists have been
up to!
In April, we will watch as our larvae (caterpillars)
change into a pupae (chrysalises) and then into a
butterflies! It is great fun to let them go on the
forecourt!
We are planning our annual Grandparent’s Tea for our
three-year-olds. Our Pandas will bring their
Grandparents to school on Wednesday, May 9 and our
Bears will bring their Grandparents on Thursday, May
10. We sometimes need “surrogate” Grandparents, and
volunteers would be greatly appreciated! If you can
help, please mark the white sheet or let me know!

Were you baptized in April, but your name isn’t on the
list above? Let us know!

Sunday, April 22 will be a special Preschool event, Little
Picasso’s Art & Auction. Watch the bulletin for more
details!
Thank you for your strong support for our Preschool!
Sandy Peterkin, Administrator
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
WILLIAMSBURG “AT HOME CARE
HOSPICE”

THE GROVE TROTTERS !
Did you read that correctly? The Grove
Trotters are coming to our church In
April. Wait until you see them! Grove
Christian Outreach Center has decorated nine large
boxes-each with a theme of needed items for Grove.

“At Home Care Hospice” services
hospice patients, whom are terminal
and have a prognosis of six months
or less. Sometimes some of these
patients do not have families or are
alone. Volunteers do things like
spend time with patients, read, read
the Bible, share memories, look at photo albums, play
cards, play music and in most cases provide real
friendship to those patients. There is also a memoir
program where the volunteer uses an outline of
questions to write the person’s memoir to give to the
family after passing.

Churches adopt a box for one month and fill it with the
needed items. After one month, the box can be
adopted by another church. The Social Ministry
Coordinating Committee decided to adopt the OH BABY
box for the month of April. Items needed are diapers
and pullups, wipes, baby food and Pediasure. You don't
need to memorize this list because individual slips with
the needed items come with the box. The box will be in
the Gathering Space – you can't miss it! Please take a
slip from the box and buy whatever you want. Please
return items to the box by April 29 – the last Sunday in
April.

Other non-direct areas that need volunteers are
knitting or crocheting prayer shawls or helping out in
the office. If you can help, please contact Volunteer
Coordinator Katie Johnson, At Home Care Hospice; 291
McLaws Circle, Suite 1; Williamsburg, VA 23185; (757)
634-0109; Email Katie.Johnson@athomecare.com

Marilyn Johnson
Social Ministry Coordinating Committee

SUNDAY
DINING OUT

Jim Ivey
Social Ministry Coordinating Committee

Join friends for lunch at Peking Mongolian & Japanese
Restaurant (near K-Mart on Waller Mill Road)
on Sunday, April 22 at 12:45 PM. Mark the white sheet
or call Forrest and Ruth Fenstermaker at 258-9647 if
you will be attending or wish more information.

ROOF REPAIRS
There will be no parking
around our building the
week after Easter, April 2 –
6, 7:30 AM - 3:30 PM. A
roofing contractor will repair the last section of the flat
roof and some of the gutters while the Preschool is on
their Easter break. Parking will be available behind
the Christian Science Church building during those
hours. Please display a St. Stephen parking permit on
your dashboard when you park in their lot so that they
know you are with St. Stephen. Parking permits are
available in the tract rack in the Gathering Space or in
the Church Office.

FOOD DONATIONS
NEEDED
Our food donations have dropped
recently for our Pineapple Inn and FISH food bins in the
Gathering Space. As you can, please bring nonperishable food items for the homeless residents at the
Pineapple Inn and for the Food Pantry at FISH. All
donations are appreciated. FISH usually needs protein
items, canned meats, etc., for their pantry. The bins are
labelled in the Gathering Space.

George Vonderheide
Property Committee

Jim Ivey
Social Ministry Coordinating Committee
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Trust. The ability to trust is to feel secure and
comfortable in the belief that someone is genuinely
good, honest and reliable. It is the firm belief in the
integrity or character of a person.
Honesty refers to positive attributes such as integrity,
truthfulness, and the absence of lying, cheating, theft,
etc. Honesty also involves being, loyal, fair and sincere.
Support involves genuine caring about the other
person and the relationship. To be supportive involves
encouraging others and being helpful, kind and
concerned.

Basic Recipe for
Healthy Relationships
When making a cake or any dish you usually start with
a recipe. That recipe may come from a book, on-line
source, or even from memory. That recipe will dictate,
more or less, what ingredients you will use, and the
amount needed. If you limit the amount of an
ingredient, or eliminate it, or substitute it, it’s likely
that your ‘cake’ may not turn out as intended. Not all
people make cakes the same way, and with time and
experience the proportions and ingredients may
change. But there are still ‘basics’ that are needed for a
successful cake.

Good communication is critical to healthy
relationships. Occasionally set aside time to check in
with each other. If a couple ignores difficult topics for
too long, their relationship is likely to drift into rocky
waters.
A sense of playfulness is the quality of being fun and
lively. Laughter can ease tension, and help gain a
perspective.

Teddy Bear Project

Relationships can be similar to making a cake. You will
need some basic ingredients. Limiting or neglecting
certain aspects can be detrimental to the health of the
relationship. Baking requires that you pay attention,
and so do relationships. Left unattended they may burn
or fail to thrive.

We began our “Teddy Bear” project in February and
collected 80 Teddy bears ! On March 4th Pastor Andy
“blessed” the bears and they were sent to their new
homes. They were given to: Williamsburg Police and
State Police; Lutheran Family Services; CASA; Children
Developmental Resources; Old Town Medical Ctr.
(Maternity and Human services); City/County Youth
services; Dementia/Memory units; Sentara (Pediatric
and Emergency Dept.) Family & Child Services and
Avalon.

If you want to have a healthy relationship with others it
requires that you invest in that relationship. Healthy
relationships with family, friends, and loved ones can
be a great source of support, comfort and love.
Relationships have the potential to enrich our lives and
add to our enjoyment. Still, healthy relationships don't
just happen by themselves – they take effort and
nurturing.
What are the ingredients for a Healthy Relationship?
Mutual Respect can be defined as a feeling that
someone is valuable and important. In healthy
relationships there is respect for each person’s right to
their opinions, interests, friends and feelings. Mutual
respect means treating others in a positive manner,
and valuing and acknowledging who they are as an
individual. Mutual respect is the cornerstone of
successful relationships.

Marcie Clark, Parish Nurse
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So often, churches do wonderful things that slip below
the radar – but not here. We see your $500.00 gift of
saving grace in the lives of the incarcerated every single
day. We are so grateful.
Rev. Lynn Litchfield
GraceInside

Thank you so much for thinking of
our residents and giving them the
teddy bears. We so appreciate
your kindness. The teddy bears
were a HUGE hit! One resident
actually cried when she received the Pooh Bear! She
said "is this for me'? It means the world to them and
they are so appreciative.

The Board of Directors and all
the Volunteers, as well as the
thousands of clients referred to
FISH for service, join me in
writing this THANK YOU letter for your continued
support of FISH, Inc. The need for our sharing with
those less fortunate continues even as the economy
has improved for many of us. All of us at FISH join in
this message of thanks to all the members of your
church who so willingly continue to share their
blessings with others in need.

Thank you and your congregation for the donation.
Paula Rodosovich
Unit Manager, Memory Support, Williasmburg Landing

On behalf of the Virginia State Police
and the members of the Area 37
Office (Williamsburg), I would like to
express to Saint Stephen Lutheran
Church and your staff, our sincere
appreciation for the donation of
stuffed “teddy” bears that you made
to our office on March 7, 2018.

Gene Bruss
President

I would like to thank many members of our
congregation for your prayers, meals and support
during my recovery time from knee surgery. It was
greatly appreciated and I look forward to being back on
a regular schedule soon.

As you know, our troopers often carry stuffed “teddy”
bears in their vehicles to distribute to children that
have been involved in motor vehicle crashes or other
traumatic incidents, to help reduce their fears and
anxieties.

With God's blessing to all,
Randy Punchard

Your generosity, thoughtfulness and kindness is very
much appreciated, especially during a time when our
law enforcement community seems to always be under
attack with so much criticism, by so many people, all
across our country and world.
We sincerely appreciate your ongoing support of law
enforcement, especially the Virginia State Police.
Kevin A. Barrick
First Sergeant/Area 37 Commander
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PRAYERS
We give thanks to God for giving Stan Hobday 90 years
of life!
Join your prayers for healing with God’s desires for
Doris Bass, Ed Brown, Martha Clements, Thord
Einarsen, Fred Haecker, and Carol Harman

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
2
3
4
5
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
20
21
23
24
25
26
29
30

Clare Stimson
Evon Crittenden
John Harms
Chris Einarsen
Paul Reier
Gerri Bass
Ingrid Brown
Jack Behlendorf
Carole Finch
Jenni Punchard
Christina Davies
Judy Cobb
George Bass
Ellen LaPlace
Stephen Grant
Christine Hallman
Julie Berry
Jo Hanny
Bill Miller, Jr.
Bob Groom
Ellie Bailey
Noah Delehanty
Sharon Brown
Rudy Stegmann
Alan Balma
Helen Nelsen
Paula Agor

Pray for these who are unable to get to worship: Philip
Arnold, Martha and Gene Clements, Sally Crocker, Bob
and Angie Groom, Elsie Hall, Stan Hobday, Donna May
Hochstetler, Mary Jamerson, Sonja Landvogt, Helen
Lenox, Betty Rickerson, Dick Reeves, Jo Schumacher,
Jean Shivel, Joanne Shue, Rudy Stegmann, and Jerry
Trone.

Ray Walker
Marian Thies

Pray God’s blessings of Easter hope for Sherry Phipps
and her family on the death of her step-father; and for
Margaret Krull and her family mourning the death of
Gary Krull.

Maddie Collins
Arthur Nelsen
Sara Martin

Pray God’s blessings on those in our community who
have no permanent home, and for those providing
shelter and food as part of the Community of Faith
Mission in Williamsburg, and through PORT in Newport
News.

Jonathan Davies
Meghan Osborn

Ken Spencer

Pray for these loved ones of our congregation: Sharon,
Roman, Jim, Mitchell, Philip Andrew, Ellen Benton, Tom
and Bea Black, the Blume family, Eliza Bicknell, Kallie
Burgess, Kim Calhoun, Marla Canny, Elaine Cari, Peter
Cline, Shirley Cocke, Jean Cogle, Judy Cossit, Rosemarie
Cristofolo, William Davis, Kathryn Dieter, Mary Jo
Duncan, Holly Edwards, Craig Eichfeld, Inge Felbier,
Mary Fitzgerald, Mertie Funkhouser, Bill Gottschalk,
Jeff Hammock, Sara Jane Harlan, Sam and Ronny Hayes,
Alan Hochstetler, Marian Hunt, Anne Johns, Ben and
Amy Johnson, Fran Kibler, Art Kirk, Dean Kreitzer, Terry
Krull, Jean Lasche, Annie Layendecker, Frances Link,
Mildred Lindblad, Charlotte Litterer, Mac family, Peter
and Kelly McCann (awaiting the birth of their baby),
Bruce Milne, Heidi Morris, Joshua Mullen, Joan Nares,
Mary Newberg, Inge Petersen, Dick Phillips, Dino
Polizois, Shann Rufer, Bruce Semanchik, James Smith,
Evelyn Spear, Dave Splittorff, Pierrette Tipton, Betty
Tulloh, BJ Vann, Tait Walker, Pat Ward, Debbie and Sam
Weems, Sue Weilmuenster, Janea Whitacre, Adam
Zabell.

Bobbie Harms
Mary Swanson
Jake Hughes
Susanna Owens
Donna Crinklaw

Ned Neidlinger
UncleNed02@gmail.com
The AOL account no longer works.
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ENDOWMENT
FUND REACHES
ITS FIRST
MAJOR
MILESTONE

MEN’S & WOMEN’S
BREAKFASTS
 April 3 – Women are invited to join together for
breakfast the first Tuesday of this month.

The Endowment Fund committee set goals to:
• Reach a specific financial level by the church’s
50th Anniversary
• Implement outreach programs that benefit the
church, the community and the Synod
• Continue to grow the Fund
• Encourage our church family to participate in
and grow the ministries of St. Stephen

 April 5 – Men are invited to join together for
breakfast the first Thursday of this month.
Both gatherings take place at 8:00 AM at the Colonial
Pancake House, at the corner of Page Street and
Penniman Road, Williamsburg, VA. The get-togethers
promote conversation and friendship in a casual
setting..

Financially we have done well, thanks to generous
monetary gifts followed by prudent and wise
investments. Additionally we are fortunate to have
received commitments of assets to be transferred to
the fund in the future.
Our Work Has Just Begun! We want to grow our
assets, grow our fund participants and expand our
outreach programs. You are invited to join in growing
our legacy for mission. Here are some of the ways:
• You may designate an inheritance from your
estate in your will
• You may designate the Endowment Fund as a
beneficiary of insurance or investment holdings
• You may make Qualified Charitable Deductions
from your IRA
• You may give cash or securities now
We hope that you enjoy our periodic Socials (as was
held on January 13 between services). This is one way
of keeping you informed of this important ministry.
To celebrate our success, members of the 1956 Society
will gather for our annual dinner. The fifth Annual
Dinner will be held on April 19, 2018.
Committee Members:
Gerri Bass
Bob Harman
Charlene Smith
Glenn Joppa
Corey Knestrick, Council Liaison (Ad hoc member)
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world they were not directly related with LWR. Now,
LWR has support operations directly tied to the farmers
utilized by the new company, Thrive Farmers Market.
Additionally, LWR receives four times the amount per
pound sold with the new partnership. That partially
addresses the higher cost. In going a step beyond my
understanding of the coffee business, LWR says that
the “grading” of beans used by Thrive is a higher quality
than previously used and should equate with some of
the more expensive coffees sold in traditional markets.

Coffee Kiosk Update
You may have noticed a change in the
selection at the coffee kiosk in the
gathering space. We have new
packages as Lutheran World Relief
(LWR) has changed the companies that
they partner with. It appears that the
members of our congregation that support the LWR
coffee effort must not like the change as our sales are
way down.

That said, we either need to support LWR with this
effort or maybe look at other alternatives. In the near
future, we will utilize these products for a taste test in
the gathering space on Sunday. We currently have
been using a product from the previous supplier and
our coffee sales in the gathering space has mostly
subsidized the coffee cost each Sunday and for some
other special events.

I also am concerned about the change so I recently
called the LWR representative responsible for their
coffee program. My concerns are poor packaging (it’s
hard to tell whole bean from ground coffee), increased
cost, limited selection of roasts, no flavored coffee and
no single-serve (Keurig) product.
Let me summarize the LWR position. They made the
change as it better matches the LWR goals of working
closer with coffee growers. With the previous
company, LWR simply worked with the roaster and
although the growers were small farmers across the

We welcome any feedback on the subject, either by
phone (757 565-1826) or note.
Denny & Diana Krieger
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