St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Love God, Love People, Form Faith.

If you are seeking Gogou are welcome here.

If you have been hurt in a judgmental church, here you will not be judged.
Here you will be nurtured in the grace and Good News that our salvation has
been accomplished in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Here you may discover that, in fact, it is God who has been seeking you!

16th Sunday after Pentecost
September 1,72023



For Your Prayers September 1824, 223

Lectionary readingsfor this week

Monday. Genesis 4822 Hebrews 11:229 Psalm 133

Tuesday Genesis 49:2%0:14 Romans 14:135:2 Psalm 133

WednesdayGenesis 50:226 Mark 11:2625 Psalm 133

Thursday Nahum 1:1, 142:2 2Corinthians 13:4 Psalm 145:B

Friday: Nahum 2:313 2 Corinthians 13:80 Psalm 145:B

Saturday Zephaniah 2:1-35 Matthew 19:230 Psalm 145:B

Next Sunday:Jonah 3:16 4:11 Psalm 145:8 (8) Philippians 1:2-B0 Matthew 20:116

Join your prayers for healingvi t h  Go d 6 €£d Rraavs, Krrsten €artéro r
Jack Harris, Sharon Jacobs, Marilyn Johnson, Evelyn KernanJim Mayfield,
and Linda Reuben

Pray for those unable to come to worshiglartin Bleck, Ed Brown, Birdie
Burton, York Doerr, Bob andAngie Groom, Edith Haecker, Pat Janot, Jeanne
Nelson, Darlene SimonandKay Wasaff

Pray for these loved onesf our congregation Dawn Allen, Donald and Carol

Baum, Rose Baumgarten, Sally Btaarn, Mary BloomAnn BunnJerry & Elijah
Connor, Judy Craun, Doug Crinklapphia Czajkowskdudy DrezekDerald
Edwards, Joan and Frank Goodhart, Deanna Harbison, William HarBismitey

Kim Joan and Laurie Heintzelma@har HenryZac and Jen Holtzmaand family,
Brian Johnson, Mason Jon€gnnie KendrickThe Kennedy family, Bob
Lamoureux, Ron Luchettdulia Mahony, Marnah Lund, Doug Mayésura

Mcgolin, Detra Michael€Bob Myers,Gina Peterson, Paula Rega, Betty Roth, Inge
Seiter, David ShobergKelsey Slay, Vasili Soultoukis, Chad Strausbaugh, Charley
Underdahl, and Caleb Winig




16th Sunday after Pentecost
|. Gathering: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Welcome

Centering Music When We Are Living arr. Al Roberts

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be God,
the one who forms us,

H  Jesus who bears the cross,
the Spirit who makes our joy complefamen.

Let us bow before God in humility,
confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful Gad,

you have revealed the ways of justice,

yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the worl doés violence and sufferi
We are afraid to risk what we have

for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior Amen

Beloved in Christ,

Go d 6 s sjraichets begoead all understanding.

Godbdébs compassion is beyond compar e.
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.

In+ Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

ng.



Gathering Hymn Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death ELWA452
Bulletin pagell

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you allAnd also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexh#lstfountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight
in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and LArden.

ll. Word: God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

First Reading Genesis 50:121
After Jacobbés death the brothers of Joseph begg
intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many live:

P'Realizing that their father was dead,
grudge against us and pays us b acd%othepn
approached Joseph, saying, nYodeadrto$ay hte
Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harmil
you. 0 Now therefore please forgive the
Joseph wept when they spoke to hifithen his brothers also we fell down before him,
and said, @AWe ar ¥Buhte rJeo saesp hy osuari ds |taov etsh.
| in the place of God®Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it fo
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, asd@ng today?'So have no fear; |
mysel f wil/ provide for you and your |
kindly to them.

Reader: fAThe Wor d oThankstheto God rod . O Respoc

Psalm: Psalm103:8-13
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of com - pas - sion and mer - Cy.

8LORD, you are full of compag sion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding|isteadfast love;
gyou will not al- | ways accuse us,
nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. Refrain
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10You have not dealt with us accordiftg our sins,
nor repaid usccording td our iniquities.
11For as the heavens are high-gd bove the earth,
SO great is your steadfast love fofthose who fear you.
12As far as the east j$rom the west,
so far have you removed our transgiesons from us.
13As a father has compassion for his children,
S0 you have compassion for those who fepyou, O Lord. Refrain

Second Reading Romans 14:112

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understates izt
different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the
Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpogaafeling over
opinions.2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetédblese

who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed tfatno are you to pasudgment
on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

*Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be al
Let all be fuly convinced in their own mind§Those who observe the day, observe it in
honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thank
God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.

"We b not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourseflese live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, w
t h e L%ortd this end Christ died and lived again, so that he migholekdf both
the dead and the living.

%Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of%Eodit is
written,

AAs | | i ve, s ayyshalbowtomepr d, every kne

and every tongue shall give praise t
1250 then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Reader: fAThe .\WRespbnseiT hdmles Llme dt o God. o



Gospel Acclamation
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Alleluia. We have an advocate, JesGéristthe righteous;* your sins are forgiven on
account of his nameAlleluia. (1 John2:1, 12)

Gospel Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human
forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

Response after announcement of the Gosiéalbry to you, O Lord ©

’Petercame and saidffoJ esus], fdfLord, if another n
me , how often should | f Blesgsisaicct®himA i Nrod n
seven times, but, I tell you, severggven times.

ZiFor this reason the kingdom of heav
to settle accounts with his slavé&Vhen he began the reckoning, one who owed him
ten thousand talents was broughhim; 2°and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and
paymenttobemad®So t he sl ave fell on his kne:¢
patience with me, and | will pay you everythg 2’Atnd out of pity for him, the lord
of that slave released him and forgave him the dé®ut that same slave, as he went
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing
him by the throat 6 e R&enshisfelbw slageHal gowmand t
pl eaded with him, O6Have paBiutberafusedwhert h
he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the d&hhen his fellow
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatiessed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken pla@&hen his lord summoned him and said
to him, 6You wicked slave! | forgave Yy
me.*3Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slasge, had mercy on
y o u*Ardd in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt*®So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from yoc

Response at the consion of the Gospefi Pr ai se t o you, O Chr
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Sermon Freed In Forgiveness PastorJon Nelson
Silence for reflection and Prayer in response to the sermon.

The Hymn of the Day will be announced in a few moments. First, pldasgme
during the silence: What are your prayers in response to the sermon?

Hymn of the Day Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive ELW 605
Bulletin pagel?2

Statement of Faith

Holy Love, Beginning and End, beyond all Names:

giver of food and drink, clothing and warmth, love and hope:

life in all its goodness,

we praise and adore you.

Jesus Christ, Wisdom and Word:

lover of outcasts, friend of the poor;

one of us, yet one with God;

crucified and risen; life in the midst death,
we praise and adore you.

Holy Spirit, Storm and Breath:

building bridges, breaking chains,

waking the oppressed, making us one,

unseen and unexpected, untamable energy of life,
we praise and adore you.

Holy Trinity, forever One,

whose naire is community,

unbounded dance of love;

in whom we live and grow and know our neighbor;
life in all its fullness, making all things new,

we praise and adore you.

From Oremus 11| the worship book of the Lutheran Student Movement, USA (campstry).

Prayers
Each petition concludes, Helaor duirn py aal

lll. Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
Offering



Offerings aregathered for the mission of the church: preaching and teaching the
good new®f our salvation through the death and resurrection of Christ, and caring
for the poor. During the offering,

Wi d e n e sas. Bremda Bbamad s

Offering of Music Thereds a

Offertory Prayer

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with youAnd also with you.

Lift up your heartsWe lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our Gdidis right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praiseéwe pr aymsie your
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Words of Institution
The Lordbés Prayer
Our Father in heaven,hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive thosavho sin against us.

Save us from the time of trialand deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory areyours,
now and forever.

Amen.,

Holy Communion

When receiving Communion, either stand or kneel at the Rail. Pastor will distribute the
bread and a Communion Assistant will come with a tray cfipeel cups of wine and

grape juice. The juice will benithe middle of the tray. Glutdree wafers are available as

an alternative to bread. St. Stephen is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church

i n Ameri ca, so all are welcome to recei Vv
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have mer - cy on
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take a - way the sin of the world: grant us peace.




Communion Hymn  Forgive Your People ACS 1008

Bulletin pg13
When We Are Living ELW 639
Table Blessing Bulletin pg14
Prayer after Communion
V. Sending: God blesses us and sends us in mission towbed
SendingHymn Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing ELW 544
Bulletin pg 15
Blessing
The God of glory,
H Jesus Christ, name above all names,
and the Spirit who lives in you,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace. God is at work you. Thanks be to God.
Postlude Fugue in F Minor Charles Burney
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Copyright Information

We Belong to God: Piano Settings of Folk Tunes
Contributors: Al Roberts
Tune: Setting © 2012 Augsburg Fortress

There's a Wideness in God's Mercy
Contributors:Brenda Portman
© 2022 Augsburg Fortress Text: Public Domain

One License Licensing Permission Reprinted/Streamed with permission under
One License #A721099; CCLI Permission Reprinted/Streamed with permisgienCCLI License #11256031;
Permission granted, St. James Press

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permisisioghts reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used b
permission.
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual Licens&B8164403
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Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death

one

SO learn his love, its
to give the Spir - it’s
Lord, one faith, and
with kind and gen - tle
A - wake, a - rise, go

u - nm - ty,
one bap - tism,
hearts for - give
forth in faith,

length and breadth, its
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fan) i & |
EA e
1 A - wake,O sleep-er, T1ise from death, and Christ shall give you light;
2 To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear re - lease,
3 There is one bod -y and one hope, one Spir - it and one call,
4 Then walk in love as Chrst has loved, who died that he might save;
5 For us Chnst lhived, for us he died, and con-quered in the strfe.
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full - ness, depth, and height.

the wver - y bond of peace.
one God who made us all
as God in Chrst for - gave.

and Christ shall give you life.
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Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984

Music: AZMON, Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829
Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive

o
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I “For - give our sins as we for - give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray;
2 How can your par - don reach and bless the un - for-giv - ing heart
3 In blaz - ing light your cross re - veals the truth we dim -ly knew:
4

Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
8]
A | K |
(K | P <y :
J < O

but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how tr1 - fling oth - ers’ debts to us; how great our debt to you!
then, by  your mer - cy rec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt.

Music: DETROIT, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press 1969.
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Forgive Your People

Perdona a tu pueblo
n | Refrain / Estribillo
A ! e — ! .
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Per - do - naa tu pue - blo, Se - fior. Per -
For - give your peo - ple, O Lord. For -
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do - naa tu pue - blo, per - do - na - le, Se - Fior.
give your . . . peo - ple, for - give ... us, O Lord.
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1 Por e - sos hie - rros que te cla - va -
1 For cold and cru - el nails that im - pale
2 For all the dead - ly blows that have torn
3 For bear - ing all our wounds, we a - dore
4 May your whole life out - poured now flow through
o | . |
& ——— 4+ F 7 ¢
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ron, por las es - pi - nas que te pun -
you, for rag - ged rings of thorns that as -
you, for all the bit - ter words that  still
you. Show us your feet, your hands, we im -
us, and may your death re - store and re -
0 | Refrain / Estribillo
= ] —— —F——F— ]
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za - ron, per - dé - na - le, Se - TJor.
sail you, for - give us, 0] Lord.
scorn you, for - give us, o Lord.
plore you. For - give us, 0] Lord.
new us. For - give us, 0] Lord.

2 Por tus sangrientas llagas tan crueles,
por los insultos y por las hieles,
perdonale, Seifior.

3 Por tus heridas de pies y manos,
por los azotes tan inhumanos,
perdonale, Sejior.

4 Por la_abertura de_tu costado,
por haber muerto abandonado,
perdonale, Sefior.

Text: Anonymous; English text Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951
Music: PERDONA A TU PUEBLO, Anonymous
English text © 2009 Augsburg Fortress
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