
 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
Love God, Love People, Form Faith.   

 

 

If you are seeking God you are welcome here.  

If you have been hurt in a judgmental church, here you will not be judged.  

Here you will be nurtured in the grace and Good News that our salvation has 

been accomplished in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

Here you may discover that, in fact, it is God who has been seeking you! 
 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

 September 17, 2023 
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 For Your Prayers September 18-24, 2023 

  
 

Join your prayers for healing with Godôs desires for Ed Brown, Kristin Carter, 

Jack Harris, Sharon Jacobs, Marilyn Johnson, Evelyn Kernan, Jim Mayfield, 

and Linda Reuben. 

 

Pray for those unable to come to worship: Martin Bleck, Ed  Brown, Birdie 

Burton, York Doerr, Bob and Angie Groom, Edith Haecker, Pat Janot, Jeanne 

Nelson, Darlene Simon, and Kay Wasaff 

 

Pray for these loved ones of our congregation: Dawn Allen, Donald and Carol 

Baum, Rose Baumgarten, Sally Blackburn, Mary Bloom, Ann Bunn Jerry & Elijah 

Connor, Judy Craun, Doug Crinklaw, Sophia Czajkowski, Judy Drezek, Derald 

Edwards, Joan and Frank Goodhart, Deanna Harbison, William Harbison, Bradley 

Kim Joan and Laurie Heintzelman, Char Henry, Zac and Jen Holtzman and family, 

Brian Johnson, Mason Jones, Connie Kendrick ,The Kennedy family, Bob 

Lamoureux, Ron Luchetti, Julia Mahony,  Marnah Lund, Doug Mayes, Laura 

Mcgolin,  Detra Michaels, Bob Myers, Gina Peterson, Paula Rega, Betty Roth, Inge 

Seiter,  David Shoberg,  Kelsey Slay, Vasili Soultoukis, Chad Strausbaugh, Charley 

Underdahl,  and Caleb Winig 

Lectionary readings for this week: 

Monday: Genesis 48:8-22 Hebrews 11:23-29 Psalm 133 

Tuesday:  Genesis 49:29ï50:14 Romans 14:13ï15:2 Psalm 133 

Wednesday: Genesis 50:22-26 Mark 11:20-25 Psalm 133 

Thursday:  Nahum 1:1, 14ï2:2 2 Corinthians 13:1-4 Psalm 145:1-8 

Friday:  Nahum 2:3-13 2 Corinthians 13:5-10 Psalm 145:1-8 

Saturday: Zephaniah 2:13-15 Matthew 19:23-30 Psalm 145:1-8 

Next Sunday: Jonah 3:10ð4:11 Psalm 145:1-8 (8) Philippians 1:21-30 Matthew 20:1-16 
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16th Sunday after Pentecost 
I. Gathering: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
Welcome 
 
Centering Music    When We  Are Living arr. Al Roberts 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be God, 

the one who forms us, 

 нJesus who bears the cross, 

the Spirit who makes our joy complete. Amen. 
 
Let us bow before God in humility, 

confessing our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Steadfast and faithful God,, 

you have revealed the ways of justice, 

yet we fail to follow you. 

We are overwhelmed 

by the worldôs violence and suffering. 

We are afraid to risk what we have 

for the sake of others. 

For the harm we have caused, 

known and unknown, forgive us. 

For the unjust demands we place on others 

and your creation, forgive us. 

For the ways we turn away 

from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

Lead us back to you 

and set us on the right path; 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior Amen 

 

Beloved in Christ, 

Godôs justice stretches beyond all understanding. 

Godôs compassion is beyond compare. 

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In  нChrist, you are already and always forgiven. 

Amen.  
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Gathering Hymn Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death   ELW452 

  Bulletin page 11 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day____________________________________________________ 
 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 

Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight 

in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
II. Word:  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
First Reading Genesis 50:15-21 
After Jacobôs death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against him. You 

intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives. 
  
15Realizing that their father was dead, Josephôs brothers said, ñWhat if Joseph still bears a 

grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?ò 16So they 

approached Joseph, saying, ñYour father gave this instruction before he died, 17óSay to 

Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming 

you.ô Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.ò 

Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, 

and said, ñWe are here as your slaves.ò 19But Joseph said to them, ñDo not be afraid! Am 

I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for 

good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I 

myself will provide for you and your little ones.ò In this way he reassured them, speaking 

kindly to them. 
 
Reader: ñThe Word of the Lord.ò  Response: ñThanks be to God.ò 
 
 Psalm:               Psalm 103:8-13 

8LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;  

9you will not al- | ways accuse us, 

  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. Refrain 
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10You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 

  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 

11For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 

  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 
12As far as the east is | from the west, 

  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 

13As a father has compassion | for his children, 

  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord.  Refrain   
 

Second Reading                    Romans 14:1-12  
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that despite 

different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord 

Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us. 
 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those 

who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 

judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment 

on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be 

upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. 

Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in 

honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to 

God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the 

Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are 

the Lordôs. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both 

the dead and the living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise 

your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is 

written, 

 ñAs I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.ò 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
Reader: ñThe Word of the Lord.ò  Response: ñThanks be to God.ò 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Alleluia. We have an advocate, Jesus | Christ the righteous;* your sins are forgiven on 

account | of his name. Alleluia. (1 John 2:1, 12) 
 

Gospel  Matthew 18: 21-35 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human 

forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.  
 

Response after announcement of the Gospel: ñGlory to you, O Lord.ò  
 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], ñLord, if another member of the church sins against 

me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?ò 22Jesus said to him, ñNot 

seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

 23ñFor this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 

to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him 

ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered 

him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 

payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, óHave 

patience with me, and I will pay you everything.ô 27And out of pity for him, the lord 

of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went 

out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing 

him by the throat, he said, óPay what you owe.ô 29Then his fellow slave fell down and 

pleaded with him, óHave patience with me, and I will pay you.ô 30But he refused; then 

he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow 

slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said 

to him, óYou wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 

me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 

you?ô 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 

entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother or sister from your heart.ò 
 
Response at the conclusion of the Gospel: ñPraise to you, O Christ.ò  
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Sermon Freed In Forgiveness Pastor Jon Nelson 

                        Silence for reflection and Prayer in response to the sermon. 

 

The Hymn of the Day will be announced in a few moments.  First, please take time 

during the silence: What are your prayers in response to the sermon? 

 

Hymn of the Day     Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive  ELW 605 

  Bulletin page 12 

Statement of Faith 

Holy Love, Beginning and End, beyond all Names:  

giver of food and drink, clothing and warmth, love and hope:  

life in all its goodness,  

we praise and adore you. 
 
Jesus Christ, Wisdom and Word:  

lover of outcasts, friend of the poor;  

one of us, yet one with God;  

crucified and risen; life in the midst of death,  

we praise and adore you. 
 
Holy Spirit, Storm and Breath:  

building bridges, breaking chains,  

waking the oppressed, making us one,  

unseen and unexpected, untamable energy of life,  

we praise and adore you. 
 
Holy Trinity, forever One,  

whose nature is community,  

unbounded dance of love;  

in whom we live and grow and know our neighbor;  

life in all its fullness, making all things new,  

we praise and adore you. 
 

From Oremus III, the worship book of the Lutheran Student Movement, USA (campus ministry). 

 
 
Prayers 

Each petition concludes, ñLord in your mercy.ò Response: ñHear our prayer.ò 

 

III. Meal:  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

Offering 
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Offerings are gathered for the mission of the church: preaching and teaching the 

good news of our salvation through the death and resurrection of Christ, and caring 

for the poor. During the offering, the table is set for the Lordôs Supper. 
 
 

Offering of Music  Thereôs a Wideness in Godôs Mercy arr.  Brenda Portman 

  

 Offertory Prayer  
 
The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praiseéwe praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Words of Institution  

The Lordôs Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

 

Holy Communion 
When receiving Communion, either stand or kneel at the Rail. Pastor will distribute the 

bread and a Communion Assistant will come with a tray of pre-filled cups of wine and 

grape juice. The juice will be in the middle of the tray. Gluten-free wafers are available as 

an alternative to bread. St. Stephen is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America, so all are welcome to receive Christôs body and blood in the Lordôs Supper. 
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Communion Hymn  Forgive Your People       ACS 1008 

                   Bulletin pg 13 

            When We Are Living     ELW 639 

Table Blessing                  Bulletin pg 14

  

 

Prayer after Communion 
 
 
IV. Sending:  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  
 
 
Sending Hymn  Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing   ELW 544 

  Bulletin pg 15 

 

Blessing  

The God of glory, 

 нJesus Christ, name above all names, 

and the Spirit who lives in you, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. God is at work in you.. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Postlude               Fugue in F Minor     Charles Burney 
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Copyright Information 

 

We Belong to God: Piano Settings of Folk Tunes  

Contributors: Al Roberts  

Tune: Setting © 2012 Augsburg Fortress 

 

There's a Wideness in God's Mercy  

Contributors: Brenda Portman 

© 2022 Augsburg Fortress Text: Public Domain 

 

One License Licensing Permission Reprinted/Streamed with permission under 

One License #A721099; CCLI Permission Reprinted/Streamed with permission under CCLI License #11256031; 

Permission granted, St. James Press 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 

permission. 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SB164403 
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