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COMMITMENT 

 
“Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will 
follow you,” Elisha says to Elijah in 1 Kings 19:20, quite a 
reasonable request. And given that Elisha is plowing with 
a large team of oxen, he probably comes from a fairly 
wealthy family. But despite that Elisha seems quite 
willing to give up financial security, enter the spiritual 
fray of the time and become Elijah’s servant; he just 
wants to say goodbye to his parents. He’s a good son. 
He’s even keeping the fourth commandment, “Honor 
your mother and father.” And on top of that, Elisha is 
being a good Jewish son, he is about to enter the Lord’s 
service and wants to confirm his call before his family 
and friends just as people called to service before him 
had done.  
 
Elijah seems to honor these things in Elisha saying, “Go 
back again...” But he also adds some words of warning, 
“for what have I done to you?” Now this may seem like 
something of a non sequitur, it doesn’t seem to make a 
great deal of sense as a response to Elisha’s request. But 
what Elijah is saying is that the call being issued to Elisha 
was extended, not by Elijah, but rather by God; and that 
ultimately it is God who shall hold Elisha responsible for 
it. Elijah is issuing a warning that once accepted, the call 
of service to God is not easily given up. At this point 
Elisha goes back home, offers sacrifice to the Lord 
confirming his commitment to God, then leaves his 
friends and family in order to serve as Elijah’s servant. 
 
This scene is repeated in both the Gospel of Matthew 
(8:18-22) and Luke 9:57-62: “As they were going along 
the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you 
wherever you go.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man 
has nowhere to lay his head.’ To another he said, ‘Follow  

 
 

 

me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my 
father.’ But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their 
own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom 
of God.’ Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let me 
first say farewell to those at my home.’ Jesus said to him, 
‘No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is 
fit for the kingdom of God.’” And many have made much 
ado about linking Elisha’s desire to honor his parents 
with the comments made by the would-be followers of 
Christ. They certainly compare, but they make a better 
contrast than anything else. 
 
Elisha, was honoring his parents while following God, 
but the people in the New Testament were using 
honoring parents as an excuse to keep from following 
Christ. The Lukan text allows for a contrast between 
Jesus setting his face to go to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51) and 
letting nothing stop him, and these would-be disciples 
coming up with all kinds of excuses that stop them from 
following Christ. “Let me go and bury my father,” says 
one. “Let me first say farewell to those at my home,” 
says the next. Not terribly different from the call of 
Elisha, both indicate a desire to honor mother and 
father; but the responses Christ gives is rather different 
from Elijah’s response to Elisha. And it is these responses 
of Christ that seem to indicate something particular 
about the depth of commitment behind each offer. 
Christ saw to the heart of these two young men and did 
not see the same sort of heart that Elisha had. A heart 
capable of returning home, facing the temptations that 
would there arise and remaining mindful of the 
responsibility of the call to serve God.  
 
Elisha went back home and braved the temptations that 
would there arise, temptations based on positive things 
(like honoring mother and father). And once there he 
confirmed his commitment to serving the Lord before 
his friends and family and then left to enter the Lord’s 
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service by serving and learning under Elijah. But 
unfortunately, the two men talking to Jesus in our 
Gospel text were no Elishas. And neither are we. 
 
We end up finding a lot of “let me first” attitudes in life 
that keep us from following Christ. And a lot of it isn’t 
even bad! Honoring our parents isn’t a bad thing; 
informing our friends and family of a life altering 
commitment isn’t either; thinking of Judas, concern for 
the poor is far from a negative attribute. There are all 
sorts of things that can cause us to say “let me just…,” all 
sorts of things that we get distracted by. All sorts of 
things that are far easier or more comforting than 
following Christ. 
 
Why this hesitancy I wonder? Well…maybe I don’t 
wonder all that much. Where Christ leads us is HARD. 
Christ is setting “his face towards Jerusalem.” And we 
know all too well what he will find there: betrayal, 
brokenness, abandonment, and ultimately, death. No 
one wonder we look for reasons not to follow. Christ 
leads us right into the midst of brokenness, right into the 
hard places of life. 
 
We are constantly called to these hard places, we are 
constantly called into the midst of brokenness; called to 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick and 
imprisoned, and we constantly find ways to get out of 
doing these things. We are constantly called to the cross, 
and constantly find our way elsewhere. 
 
Luther held that “The cross alone is our theology,” this is 
the understanding that our every action and motive 
must have the cross at its root. And it isn’t and it won’t 
be, I know that. But the glory, wonder, greatness, and 
grace of God is such that God will recall us to the cross 
again and again despite our falling short. God does not 
give up on us, we will be recalled to the Cross, whether 
we were initially distracted by evil or by good, whether 
we even realize it or not, and I am certain that despite 
our excuses and “let me just…” statements, our God will 
always manage to turn our attention back to the Cross, 
back to God. God calls to the hard places and then meets 
us there. Meets us there with healing, forgiveness, love 
and new life. 
 
Pastor Jon Nelson 
 
 
 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
 

Our July/August meeting 
was held on July 26, 2022. 
In attendance: Pastor 
Nelson, Pam Buckley, 
Sandy Croushore, Jeanne 

Garrison, Corey Knestrick, Susan Kauffman, Paul Reier, 
J.R. Lyons, Allison Carney and Nancy Egloff. In 
attendance via Zoom: Julie Meeks, Jeffery Berry, Lou 
Rossiter and Roberta Sulouff.  
 

 Council Elections and Re-elections: 
Sandy Croushore - President, second term 
Corey Knestrick - Vice President, first term 
Julie Meeks - Secretary, second term 
Pete Davis - Treasurer 
Karen Nester - Financial Secretary 

 Church Visioning Process Update: Pastor Jon 
expressed that the process has left him thinking 
a lot about “Hope.” What are we hopeful for, for 
ourselves, for our church, and for our 
community? The answers to these questions will 
help guide us in developing our new mission and 
vision statements and to decide where we want 
to move in terms of staffing. The plan is that the 
executive committee will meet and discuss what 
the next steps will be. 

 Refuge Family Update: Council approved a 
motion to spend $30,000 over one year to pay 
for housing and utilities for the family. It is the 
group's feeling that they should secure housing 
before inviting a family. Brian Agor will provide 
a complete update in the September Quill. 

 New Members: Nine new members joined the 
church on July 10 and five more wish to join. A 
new member’s class will be planned for the fall. 

 
Julie Meeks, Secretary, Congregation Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REVISED DEADLINE FOR 
OCTOBER QUILL 

The Editor is out of town the latter half of 
September. The deadline for submittals for the 
October Quill is moved up to September 6. Thanks 
for your consideration. 
 

Reed Nester 
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A SENSE OF COMMUNITY 
 

The Merriam-Webster definition of Stewardship 
includes “The careful and responsible management of 
something entrusted to one’s care.” As individuals, we 
are responsible for the caring and nurturing of many 
aspects of our lives. Close to home is our family, our 
home, our vocation, and we expand that circle to include 
our neighbors, the towns and cities where we live, and 
our church. Further expansion of our sphere of influence 
includes how we manage and participate in the care of 
the world around us. For me, this is the sense of 
community. We have a responsibility to the community 
as a whole and to the many sub-communities we 
participate in. There are several verses in the Bible that 
teach us that we should care for our brothers and sisters 
and that yes, that we are our brother’s keeper! 
 

I believe we each have a responsibility to participate in 
community we live in. Much of our participation is 
learned early and changes as we grow and live our lives. 
We form families, friendships, go to school, and develop 
careers, and belong to a church. 
 

The Bible tells us, “As each has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace.” (1 Peter 4:10) 
 

Each of us has different talents and skill sets that we 
contribute to our community. Along our journey, we 
have learned different skills, have different points of 
view gathered from our experiences, and the ability to 
make contributions to the world around us. It is the 
working together, applying all our gifts that we continue 
accomplish great things. 
 

So, where am I going with all this? We have a 
phenomenally talented and generous congregation at St 
Stephen. I am constantly amazed and inspired by those 
that actively take part in our ministries. We have not had 
to worry about finances, and when there is a specific ask, 
somehow, the challenge is always met. Many give 
willingly, both big and small.  

There are so many things that happen “behind the 
scenes” that continue to need our support. There are 
many ways we can contribute to the care and feeding of 
our Church community, that do not require financial 
donations, but just a little time. You don’t need to 
volunteer for an ongoing committee or a long-term 
obligation. Do you have just an hour per week? There 
are several opportunities to help that are greatly 
appreciated such as tending to the gardens, baking 
brownies for Hotel Ministry, or even reading a story or 
teaching a lesson to the preschool students. 
 

I have always liked the story of a single drop of water, by 
itself, can only do so much. But several small drops can 
fill a bucket, several buckets can make a stream, several 
streams can make a river, and several rivers, an ocean. 
The big and especially the small contributions you can 
provide are very important to the stewardship of our 
community. We need you! 
 

Brian L. Agor 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Larry Shoberg 
 Sound System 
 Helen Allen 
 Trudi Arnold 
 Linda Baumgarten and John Watson 
 David and Pam Buckley 
 Keith and Nancy Egloff 
 Forrest and Ruth Fenstermaker 
 Bob and Jo Hanny 
 Bob and Carol Harman 
 Evelyn Kernan 
 Barbara Morris 
 Tom and Sandy Peterkin 
 Diane and Tom Wright 
 Endowment Fund 
 Ward Bourn 
 

Dianne Harris 
 Linda Baumgarten and John Watson 
 Ward Bourn (Endowment Fund) 
 Linda and Mark Smith (Homeless Ministry) 
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ST. STEPHEN 
LUTHERAN 
PRESCHOOL  

 
The last three summer camp sessions were a delightful 
success for our preschoolers! Julie Philipoom enlisted 
the assistance of her daughter Emma for our “Where 
does our food come from?” camp. The children learned 
which foods grow above ground and which grow under, 
created delicious hand-sized pizzas and dug for 
potatoes! Our Dino Mania camp had children digging 
through giant frozen “glaciers” for dinosaur fossils as 
one of their many exciting activities. And finally, the 
children found themselves surrounded by all sizes of 
stuffed animals during our Jungle Safari camp. They 
created their own binoculars to humanely hunt all over 
the church for the animals. If you stopped by that day, 
I’m sure you were also surprised by a climbing monkey 
or a rogue giraffe! 
 
We are now getting ourselves and our preschool ready 
for the 2022-2023 school year. The teachers and I want 
to give a huge THANK YOU to our mulching crew that 
came out on August 16. We were done in record time 
with all of the volunteers – Keith Egloff, Dennis Kiser, 
George Martin, Pastor Jon Nelson, Mike Powell with 
Mira, Randy Punchard, Dan Runfola, Andrew Teague 
with Mollie, Walker, Sara and Armie, Jim Weilmunster 
and Matthew and Micah Wolf. 
 
We are all eager to meet our new students and welcome 
back the precious faces returning from last year. The 
teachers and I are so blessed to have your support and 
are looking forward to a fabulous year at St. Stephen. 
 
Kristie Kelley, Preschool Director 
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MUSIC NOTES 

 

 
Have you ever been to a choral or instrumental recital? 
Perhaps it was a choir competition, a symphony concert, 
or maybe a band gig. At the event, there was a program 
handout (one might call it a “bio”) with notes that 
described the performing group. The description might 
say this group performed in Carnegie Hall or a European 
venue, won prestigious awards, or was featured on a 
Late Night television show. However, what if the “bio” 
read something like this: 
 
Every week this group gathers for an hour or so to work 
together on a mission project. These regular folks are 
different ages. Some have families with children. Some 
do not. Some are experienced. Some are not. Some have 
aches and pains. Some are healthy and hardy. Some care 
for spouses or other relatives. Some carry heavy burdens. 
Some lift up the spirits of those with sadness in their 
hearts. Some have worked all day in an office. Some have 
spent their day outside in the heat or in the cold. Some 
are lonely and need fellowship. Some are crowded and 
need respite. Some do not think they can put one more 
thing on their plate of “to-do.” Some feel an urgency to 
add to their list of “have-to.” They all sacrifice time – 
time with family and time at home. They come and make 
mistakes – they fix mistakes. They come, they make 
mistakes, and they keep going. They laugh, they weep, 
they support, they breathe, they pray –all together. They 
come to serve the Lord. 
 
Recently, I was re-reading a choir devotional book 
entitled Please Don’t Ask Me to Sing in the Choir by 
Thomas L. Are, a Presbyterian minister. It is an old 
publication (1985) from Hope Publishing Company. I find 
its “truths” still relevant today. I plan to share it with our 
choirs (both singing and ringing) as we begin our “choir 
season” this year. One chapter is entitled “Why Do I Do 
It?” The author writes I sing in the choir for two reasons. 
First, because I appreciate God. It’s one way I have to say 
“thank you” ... I’m grateful and need to express my 
gratitude. Second, I sing in the choir because I enjoy it. 
It’s fun to sing, and music touches me on a level deeper 
than words either spoken or read. 
 
In Colossians 1:11-12 Paul writes 11May you be made 
strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 

power, and may you be prepared to endure everything 
with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the 
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance 
of the saints in the light. 
 
Giving thanks through our ringing and singing is serving 
our Lord. Being a part of a community that enjoys music 
and supports our daily lives is an added bonus. 
Prayerfully consider joining one of our church choirs. 
 
Matins Choir Rehearsals are Sunday mornings at 9:30 
AM.  The Matins Choir leads the church’s song for the 
8:30 AM worship service on Sunday mornings. Start 
date: Sunday, September 4 (yes that is Labor Day 
weekend!). 
 
Chancel Choir Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings at 
7 PM. The Chancel Choir leads the church’s song for the 
11 AM worship service on Sunday mornings. Start date: 
Wednesday, August 31. 
 
The Saint Stephen Ringers Rehearsals are Thursday 
afternoons at 5:30 PM. The Handbell Choir rings for 
both worship services several times throughout the 
year. Start Date: TBD right after the Handbell Retreat, 
also TBD, but soon!  
 
Karen Ives, Music Director 
 
 
 

 

MEN’S & WOMEN’S 
BREAKFASTS 

 
 

 September 1 – Men are invited to join together for 
breakfast the first Thursday of this month.  

 

 September 6 – Women are invited to join together 
for breakfast the first Tuesday of this month. 

 

Both gatherings take place at 8:00 AM at the Colonial 
Pancake House, at the corner of Page Street and 
Penniman Road, Williamsburg, VA. The get-togethers 
promote conversation and friendship in a casual 
setting. 
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HEALTHY AGING 
 
 

September is observed as Healthy Aging Month. We like 
to review every year about this time, ways to help 
everyone age a little healthier. There are several key 
points as presented by the National Institute on Aging. 
We will address some of them here. 
 
Get Moving: 
It seems that exercise is the cornerstone of healthy 
aging. Studies show that people who exercise not only 
live longer, but may enjoy more years of life without pain 
or disability. Adults who are 40 or older and take more 
than 8,000 steps daily, have been shown in studies to 
have a 51% lower risk of death. Exercise helps us to 
maintain a healthy weight, may help to decrease the 
chances of high blood pressure, heart disease and type 
2 diabetes. As with everything, moderation is the key. 
Being too thin is not healthy either. Being too thin can 
increase the risk of bone fracture and loss of muscle 
mass. 
 
Healthy eating: 
Making good food choices can help to protect against 
some health problems. A healthy diet should include 
fresh fruits and vegetables, whole grains, healthy fats, 
and lean proteins. Some healthy diet plans include the 
DASH (Dietary Approaches to Stop Hypertension), the 
Mediterranean style diet, and whole food plant-based 
diet. Starting a new diet is always challenging, so the 
recommendation is to start slowly by making a few small 
changes. Once those have become easy, you can begin 
to add more changes.  
 
Get a good night’s sleep: 
Not getting enough sleep can make a person feel 
irritable, depressed, forgetful and increase the risks of 
falls or accidents. The quality of sleep matters as well. 
Some things you can do to help get a better night sleep 
include a regular time to go to sleep, avoid screens from 
electronics for at least an hour prior to sleep time, and 
keeping a comfortable environment in the bedroom. 
 
Visit your doctor regularly: 
Getting appropriate screenings for chronic diseases are 
very important. Early detection is the key to treating 

many cancers, memory issues and heart disease. Be sure 
you have a doctor that you can talk to freely.   
 
Other suggestions to help age in a healthier manner 
include stop smoking if you do, limit alcohol 
consumption, and stay active socially. Take care of your 
mental health as well as your physical health. Social 
isolation and loneliness can be a result of loss of hearing 
or visual changes. Again, it is important to have regular 
check ins with your primary care physician.  
 
There is so much information available. If you have 
questions or need to talk, give me a call. 
 
Diana Tiller-Dichtel, Parish Nurse 
 
https://www.nia.nih.gov/health/what-do-we-know-
about-healthy-aging#moving 
 
 

 
SHOES FOR GROVE 
 
 

What joy it gives me every year when I see the 
generosity of our church members when we do our 
annual campaign for shoes for the students in Grove! 
This year we collected 49 pairs of sneakers, and 
$4,100.00 in cash and check donations for Grove to 
purchase the additional shoes needed. Virginia Ivey and 
I delivered everything to Grove on Tuesday, August 2. I 
do not have a final count on the number of students 
receiving shoes, but I will let you know when I do. 
 
Again, a great big THANK YOU to all who donated shoes 
or money! 
 
Marilyn Johnson 
Social Ministry Coordinating Committee 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Cyndy Touhsaent   Call the Office for information. 
2404 London Company Way 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 

AT ST. STEPHEN 
 
988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline 

 
The 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline went into effect 
nationally on July 16, 2022. It was formerly known as the 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline and was available by 
a more complicated and difficult to remember ten-digit 
phone number. It is a United States-based suicide 
prevention network of over 160 crisis centers that 
provide 24/7 service via a toll-free hotline with the 
number 9-8-8. It is available to anyone in suicidal crisis 
or emotional distress. The caller is routed to their 
nearest crisis center to receive immediate counseling 
and local mental health referrals. People who feel 
suicidal can call for themselves or friends or family 
members. It is important that others call when they 
sense that loved ones may be heading towards suicide 
to get help for those they care about. This more readily 
available number, and the upgrade of available services 
and staffing for these services are a much-needed 
improvement. 
 
Stephen Ministry is an important part of this picture, 
too. While it is “above our pay grade” for Stephen 
Ministers, who are lay Christian counselors, to assume 
sole care for someone who is contemplating suicide or 
heading in that direction, we are well trained in 
recognizing increasing signs of depression and problems 
leading to suicide that can lead to getting help earlier. 
We are also helpful in making calls to local resources 
needed to get professional help when that is needed. 
Just as important, we are there to help pick up pieces of 
the distraught family if a suicide is accomplished, 
attempted or even just threatened. 
 
All of us go through periods of depression from time to 
time, but you don’t have to do it alone. If you feel that 
you have been increasingly down in the dumps without 
light at the end of the tunnel, you may benefit from 
someone to talk to. Stephen Ministers are dedicated and 
well-trained to be caring, confidential listeners who are 
there with the sole goal to be of benefit to you. If you or 
an adult family member is in need of such services, reach 
out to Pastor Nelson or to Bill Dichtel. 
 

Bill Dichtel, Stephen Leader 

SEPTEMBER 
 

1 John Gregoire  Arnie Janot 
2 Anne Schone 
3 Zachary Meermans 
5 Brian Bergh  P.J. McAteer 

Jim Ogborn 
6 Jennifer Voigt 
7 Diana Lyons   
8 Joe Beene 
9 Ailene Bartlett 
10 David Allen  Erika Cave 
11 Ed Brown 
13 Kendall Delehanty  
14 Bob Achenbach  Jonathan Hallman 

Karen Ives  Jim Ogborn, Jr. 
16 Brian VanRosendale Stan York 
17 Mallory Spencer   
19 Daniel Owens   
20 Charlene Smith  Rushton White 
22 Joe Philipoom  Karl Zimbauer 
23 Katie Harms  George Martin 

Philip McKenna 
24 Phyllis Spencer 
26 Sandy Croushore Bob Harman 

Hunter Ogborn 
28 Hannah Wiers  Alyssa Martin 
30 Mark Hinders 
 

RAMPS WELL DONE 
 

Harlan Schone has 
headed up the ramp 
building ministry here 
at SSLC for over two 
decades and (at age 
90) he scaling back his 
involvement in the 
group. God has 
certainly worked in 
and through Harlan in 
his leadership of this 
ministry! Thank him 
the next time you see 

him for all of the work he has done and will continue to 
do in serving the Gospel by serving our neighbors! 
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Thank you so much! For flowers, balloons, cards, 
chocolate, coffee, and well wishes! The past 20 years has 
flown by (in retrospect!) and I am so pleased to have 
made so many friends along the way. It is a bit 
overwhelming and I am sincerely grateful and proud to 
have served the St. Stephen congregation (and 
Preschool) for the past 20 years. 
 

Thank you for your kind words and wonderful 
sentiments. 
 

Sandy Peterkin 
 
 

 
 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support for 3e and the work 
we are doing in the Name of Jesus! We are so very 
grateful for you! 
 

Blessings, 
Lori Poley, Director of Operations 
 
 

 
On behalf of the Grove Christian Outreach Center’s staff 
and volunteers, I would like to extend my most heartfelt 
appreciation for collecting shoes for the children of 
Grove. Your donations will ensure that we will have 
enough resources for the children of the Grove 
community returning to school for the 2022-2023 school 
year. Collectively, the St. Stephen Lutheran Church has 
collected 148 pounds of shoes which were distributed at 
our upcoming Back to School Carnival that took place on 
Wednesday, August 24. Your generosity will have a great 
impact on the lives of these children, and we are so 
thankful for your charitableness. 
 

Proverbs 11:25 says “A generous man will prosper; he 
who refreshes others will he himself be refreshed.” 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Grove 
Christian Outreach Center’s ministries and programs. 

Because of friends like you, we can make a difference in 
Grove – one life at a time. 
 

Mariah McGuire, Community Engagement Coordinator 
 
 

 
 

The Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP) is 
a statewide nonpartisan faith-based organization 
dedicated to seeking social, economic, and racial justice 
in Virginia’s policies and practices through education, 
prayer, and action. 
 

My name is John Gregoire, and I am the chapter leader 
for the James River Chapter of VICPP, a member of St. 
Stephen and the congregation liaison for VICPP and St. 
Stephen. The James River Chapter (covering 
Williamsburg/James City County, Newport News, 
Hampton, and surrounding areas) supports the 
legislative priorities that VICPP identifies for the Virginia 
general assembly each year. In addition, the planning 
team for the James River chapter identifies specific local 
issue(s) in our efforts to build the “Beloved Community.” 
 

Last year VICPP along with several other organizations 
played a vital role in abolishing the death penalty, the 
first southern state to do so. In 2018, VICPP worked 
tirelessly to pass legislation that allowed healthcare 
access for Virginians, under Medicaid expansion through 
the Affordable Care Act. Today, over 400,000 people in 
Virginia are receiving healthcare that were not able to 
do so before this legislation was passed. 
 

Recently the James River Chapter sponsored a 
symposium titled “Sowing Seeds of Justice as We Build 
the Beloved Community.” The symposium can be 
viewed on YouTube by going to youtu.be/aRzZsDPsJLI. 
 

I invite the St. Stephen’s community to learn more about 
JRC/VICPP by going to VICPP’s website 
www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org. Please contact me at 
johngregoire185@hotmail.com if you have questions or 
would like additional information. 
 
Peace & blessings,  
John Gregoire  
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SEPTEMBER 
 BAPTISMAL 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

The significance of baptism, Luther teaches in the Small 
Catechism, is “that the old creature in us with all sins and 
evil desires is to be drowned and die through daily 
contrition and repentance, and on the other hand that 
daily a new person is to come forth and rise up to live 
before God in righteousness and purity forever.”   
 

Your baptismal anniversary is an opportunity to light a 
baptismal candle and to give some prayer time to 
reflecting on your experiences during the past year on 
your journey in faith! 
 

Pastor Jon Nelson 
 

2 Heidi Flatin  George Vonderheide 
3 Jerry Trone 
6 Christine Drake  Forrest Fenstermaker 
11  Karen Schlicht 
13 Jeane Moore 
14 Thom Recktenwald 
16 Jack Harris 
18 Susan Britcher 
20 Ann McAteer 
21 Josiah Hallman 
23 Erika Cave 
 

Others who were baptized in September: 
Marcie Clark 
 

Were you baptized in September but your name isn’t on 
the list above? Let us know! 
 
 
 

  PRAYERS 
 
 
 

Join your prayers for healing with God’s desires for 
Kristin Carter, Kathie Eichfeld, Marj Gottschalk-Trone, 
Edith Haecker, Sharon Jacobs, Evelyn Kernan, Henry 
Mallue, Jim Mayfield, and Jerry Trone. 
 
God has blessed JoAnn Wilkins with 90 years of life and 
Pat Fretz with 91 years of life! Send them cards! 
 

Pray God’s blessings on Ilianna Ogborn as she leaves for 
her first year at Florida Institute of Technology – 
studying micro-biology and marine life. 
 
Pray God’s peace and comfort for Jonna Toler and her 
family on the death of her mother, Mary Newberg; for 
Carole Meyer and her family on the death of her 
brother-in-law, Dave Johnston; for Donna VanDuyse 
and her family on the death of her sister-in-law, Barbara 
Pendleton; and for Jayme Lawson, her children, Henry, 
Elliot, and Spencer on the death of her husband and 
their father, Paul. 
 
Pray for those unable to come to worship: Joyce 
Behlendorf, Martin Bleck, Ed Brown, Birdie 
Burton, Bob and Angie Groom, Jack Harris, Pat Janot, 
Don and Jeanne Nelson, Joanne Shue, and Darlene 
Simon. 
 
Pray for these loved ones of our congregation: Brian 
Allebach, Bob Alt, Stephanie Altland, Benny Anton, Mary 
Ann Arnold, Jane Ayers, Gary Baumgarten, Rose 
Baumgarten, Susan Behrens, Pamela 
Bosserman,  Harrison Bryant, Bob Burdette, John Butler, 
Lane Clark, Josephine Curcio, Graham Darnell, Tony 
DeKievit,  Judy Drezek, Samuel Fisher, Gloria Flamm, 
Bruce and Kay Flatin, Betty Frazee, Linda Gamble, Greg 
Gildner, Andrea Gonzalez, Michael Harris, Andy Havola, 
Frank Hayes, Bradley Heintzelman, Jaxon Ireland, Crystal 
Isaac, Rick Ivey, Hilde Janke, Kirsten Johnston, Virpi 
Kairinen, Sandy Kellogg, John Knestrick, Richard 
Kochanski, Rebecca Krueger, Margaret Lewis, Jackie 
Locke, Mary Lott, Isabelle Lutzle, Jonathan Manning, 
Keith Margrey, Doug Mayes, Patrick and Kristin McGraw, 
Gloria McNish, Harriett Meeks, Lisa Berg Melciouri, 
Detra Michaels, Judy Murphy, Jeremy Nelson, Lori Ott, 
Danielle Parrish, Phil Peters, Vincent Petty, Sue 
Plevelich, Jocelyn Rabinowitz, Michelle Raphael-Britt, 
Anna and Kurt Recktenwald, Edith Roberts, Betty Roth, 
Shann Rufer, Inge Seiter, Patricia Simpson, Mike Slyer, 
Vasili Soultoukis, Jerry and Evelyn Spear, Chad 
Strausbaugh, Charley Underdahl, Owen Werthmann, 
Carolyn Williams, Heath Wilson, and the people of 
Ukraine. 
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