
 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
Love God, Love People, Form Faith.   

 

One of 13,000 Stephen Ministry Congregations Around the World 

 

We believe that community is beautiful and messy and fulfilling and conflicted 

and…the POINT. God calls us together into community for the sake of one another, 

our neighbors, and creation. We don’t always get it right, but we trust that when we 

center the love and grace that Jesus taught, we will get it right more often than not. 

You are welcome here! We don’t expect perfect, put-together people; we don’t want 

you to conform to us and our ways; we want you to show up as who you are and to 

experience the love and grace of God as we have experienced it. And we hope that 

once you do, you will join us in sharing it with others too. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

June 29, 2025 
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 For Your Prayers – June 30-July 6, 2025 

  
Join your prayers for healing with God’s desires for Preston Burton, Kristin Carter, 

Bob & Ginny Cummings, Forrest Fenstermaker, Edith Haecker,  Sharon Jacobs, Glen 

Joppa, Donna Kittelson, Jim Mayfield, Carole Meyer, Traci Powers and George 

Vonderheide. 
 
 
Pray for those unable to come to worship: Ailene Bartlett, Ed Brown, Ruth & Forrest 

Fenstermaker, Bob and Angie Groom, Pat Janot, Marilyn Johnson, Jeanne Nelson, 

Darlene Simon, and Kay Wasaff. 

 

Pray for these loved ones of our congregation: Jerry, Susan, Rosa, Celeste, and Isaac, 

Randy Altona, Mary Anderson, Phyllis Andrews, Charles Baugh,  Donald and Carol Baum, 

Robi Bayard, June Brantley, Carol Bergh, Mary Bloom, Doug Bolick, Bob Britcher, Tim 

Brown, Raymond Bunn, Cagel Family, Karin Cavanaugh, Amaree Cluff, Ruth Ann Coski, 

Marie Davito, Pat D’Orazio, Judy Drezek, Becky Drury, Darrin and Rosemary Dunn, Josh 

Egloff , Tanya Fritz, Hollis Fulton, Joel Gillespie, Joan Goodhart, Mason Griffin, Jonathan 

Hallman, Charee Hampton, Sue Hassan and family, Andy Havola, Nick Havola, Bradley, 

Kim, Joan and Laurie Heintzelman, Lisa Hill, Doris Hillenbrand, Nancy Hodge, Jaxon 

Ireland, Lynn Isenburg,  Claudia Jacobik, Brian Johnson, Don Johnson, Connie Kendrick, 

The Kennedy family, Jenn Kramer, Elaine Lane, Marnah Lund, Keara Mahony, Trish 

Macerelli, Laura Margolin, Jack Mayfield, Jimmy Mitchell, Liz Montalvo, Mia Monteith,  

Ed Moninger, Kim Morris, Bob Myers, Jeanette Osborn, Coral Pumley, Kurt Recktenwald, 

Stephen Rier, Brian Ritter, Lou Schuster, Pamela Sharp, Vasili Soultoukis, Kenneth & 

Laura Spencer, Chad Strausbaugh, Al Stern, Monika Stern, George and Jewel Thomas, 

Charley Underdahl, Dave Watts, Brenda Webster, Penny Weld, Pat Whelan,  Caleb Winig, 

Elaine Wrich and Lynda Wright . 
  

Lectionary readings for this week: 

Monday: Genesis 24:34-41, 50-67;1 John 2:7-11;Psalm 140 

Tuesday : Jeremiah 3:15-18;Ephesians 5:6-20;Psalm 140 

Wednesday: Jeremiah 23:16-22;Matthew 10:16-25;Psalm 140 

Thursday: 2 Kings 21:1-15;Romans 7:14-25;Psalm 66:1-9 

Friday: Jeremiah 51:47-58;2 Corinthians 8:1-7;Psalm 66:1-9 

Saturday: Zechariah 14:10-21;Luke 9:1-6;Psalm 66:1-9 

Next Sunday: Isaiah 66:10-14; Psalm 66:1-9 (4); Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16; 

    Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
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Peter and Paul, Apostles 
I. Gathering: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
Welcome 
 
Centering Music                     I Will Pray   James Michael Stevens 

                                 

New Member Welcome                Page 234 

 

Gathering Hymn               Glorious Things of You Are Spoken                    ELW 647 

    Bulletin page 10 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you.  
 

Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day____________________________________________________ 

Almighty God, we praise you that your blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified you by 

their martyrdoms. Grant that your church throughout the world may always be instructed 

by their teaching and example, be knit together in unity by your Spirit, and ever stand firm 

upon the one foundation who is Jesus Christ our Lord, for he lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

II. Word:  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 

First Reading Acts 12:1-11 
King Herod had James killed and had Peter put in prison, under heavy guard. In what Peter first believes is 

only a vision, an angel leads him past unseeing guards, out of the prison, and to freedom. 
1 About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the 

church. 2 He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. 3 After he saw that it 

pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival of 

Unleavened Bread.) 4 When he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed him over to 

four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out to the people after the 

Passover. 5 While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for 

him.  6 The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two 

chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were keeping 

watch over the prison. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the 

cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains 

fell off his wrists. 8 The angel said to him, “Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.” He 

did so. Then he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” 9 Peter went out 

and followed him; he did not realize that what was happening with the angel’s help was 

real; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10 After they had passed the first and the second 

guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own 
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accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel left 

him. 11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his 

angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were 

expecting.” 
 

Reader: “The Word of the Lord.”  Response: “Thanks be to God.” 

Psalm:                                                                                                    Psalm 87:1-3, 5-7 
 

   

 

 
 
1 On the | holy mountain 

 stands the city | God has founded; 
2 the LORD loves the | gates of Zion 

 more than all the dwell- | ings of Jacob. REFRAIN 
3 Glorious things are spo- | ken of you, 

 O city | of our God. 
5 Of the city it shall be said, “Everyone was | born in Zion, 

 and the Most High shall sus- | tain the city.” 
6 Enrolling the nations, the | LORD records: 

 “These al- | so were born there.” 
7 The singers and the danc- | ers will say, 

 “All my fresh springs | are in you.” REFRAIN 
 

Second Reading                         2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 

Paul has faithfully persevered in the mission the Lord had given to him. Near life’s end he rests in the 

promise of eternal life, confident that the Lord who has rescued him in the past will bring him into the 

heavenly kingdom.
  

6 As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has 

come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 From 

now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his 

appearing. 17 But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the 

message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued 

from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for 

his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 Reader: “The Word of the Lord.”  Response: “Thanks be to God.”  
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Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

Gospel   John 21:15-19 
Jesus invites Simon Peter to declare his love for him three times, in a manner reminiscent of the three times 

that Peter earlier denied Christ. Jesus commissions him to feed his sheep and predicts that he will die as a 

martyr for God.  
Response after announcement of the Gospel: “Glory to you, O Lord.”  
 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 

love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus 

said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you 

love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend 

my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter 

felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, 

“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 

sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt 

and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, 

and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to 

go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this 

he said to him, “Follow me.”  

Response at the conclusion of the Gospel: “Praise to you, O Christ.”  
 
Sermon               Still Waiting               Pastor Jon Nelson  

                                           Silence for prayer and reflection. 
 

Hymn of the Day   Faith of Our Fathers ELW 812

  Bulletin page 11 

 

Prayers 

Each petition concludes, “God of grace,” Response: “hear our prayer.” 
 

III. Meal:  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

Offering Invitation 

Feed my sheep and tend to my lambs. This is the invitation of Christ. Together, the church 

is called to be a people that nourish in body and soul. With hope that God will provide all 

we need to live so faithfully, let us bring our gifts and offerings. 
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Offerings are gathered for the mission of the church: preaching and teaching the good 

news of our salvation through the death and resurrection of Christ and caring for the poor. 

During the offering, the table is set for the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Offering of Music        Medley on Resignation and Land of Rest Michael Hassell

             Thom Recktenwald, Flute 

Offertory Prayer                                                                                                                     

God of wonders, where there is scarcity - of love, of compassion, of generosity - your 

presence brings about abundance. May these gifts be put to the service of your 

transformative Spirit, bringing hope where there is despair, relief where there is pain, and 

liberation where the ways of destruction turn us from each other. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you… with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 

archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

 

Words of Institution 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Holy Communion When receiving Communion, either stand or kneel at the Rail. Pastor will 

distribute the bread and a Communion Assistant will come with a tray of pre-filled cups of wine 

and grape juice. The juice will be in the middle of the tray. Gluten-free wafers are available as an 

alternative to bread. All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper.  

 
          

           Communion Music                     It Is Well   James Michael Stevens 

 Thom Recktenwald, Flute 

  

Communion Hymn    Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table  ACS 977

                                                                                Bulletin page 12 

Table Blessing  
 
Prayer after Communion 

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. 

Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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IV. Sending:  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world  

 

Sending Hymn For All your Saints, O Lord ELW 427 

  Bulletin page 13 
 

Commissioning of Stephen Ministers 

 

Blessing  

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. Amen. 
 
Dismissal 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                ‘Tis the Gift to Be Simple      Robert Powell 

                               Thom Recktenwald, Flute 
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As We Gather 
Restrooms & First Aid 
❖ A gender-neutral, family restroom and a Women’s restroom can be found in the hallway 

behind our Worship Space. 

❖ Additional Men’s and Women’s restrooms can be found on the lower level of the church 

building. 

❖ A first aid kit and an A.E.D. can be found hanging on the wall in the hallway behind our 

Worship Space. 

 

Live-streaming 

❖ We regularly live-stream our services and cannot guarantee that you will not appear on our 

YouTube channel. Sitting in the East Wing or the NE section of the Worship Space will 

minimize your chances of being on screen. We can also bring communion to you if you 

inform an usher of that desire. 

 

Parents! Thanks for bringing your children to worship.   

❖ Did you know that intergenerational worship is the single most important activity 

encouraging children’s faith formation?  (See vibrantfaith.org)   

❖ When parents and children need to take a break for a few minutes, there’s a play area (aka 

“prayground”) with toys and books in the East wing of the Worship Space. 

❖ Age-appropriate activity bags are available in the Gathering Space – ask an usher for 

assistance. 
 

Assistance is Available for You:   

❖ An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use, please switch 

your hearing aid to “T.”  

❖ Large print worship materials are available – ask an usher.  
 

Health Update: We always encourage you to monitor yourself for symptoms of illness and to 

worship from home if you are experiencing any. We have masks and hand sanitizer available for 

use in our building should you require. 

 

What’s Happening Today 
 
Flowers this morning are given by Karen Shoberg in memory of Larry Shoberg. 
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Upcoming                                                                                                                      
 
 
Playground HELP! We are seeking volunteers to help install the new playground on June 

30th. An installer from the company will assist us with the installation, which should only 

take a day with enough help. Please sign up on the insert if you can contribute. 
 
This summer, The next two weeks we are going to highlight the ministries of Greeter, 

Ushers, Flower delivery and Audio-Visual. These are important ministries for Sunday 

morning worship. Greeters need to arrive 20 to 30 minutes before service to greet people as 

they enter. Ushers also come early to put out signs for traffic and then give out bulletins. 

Flower delivery is done after the last service. Audio Visual is important for broadcasting 

the service on either You-tube or Facebook. Contact for greeters is Diana Tiller-Dichtel. 

Contact for flower delivery is Nelia Lameroux. Contact for Audio Visual is Nancy Carter. 

Contact for 8:30 Ushers is Karen Nester. Contact for 11:00 Ushers is Glenn Joppa. 
 
SAVE THE DATE for the 2025 St. Stephen Women’s Retreat! September 26, 27, and 28, 

2025, at St. Stephen, with retreat leadership by Rev. Dr. Mary Anderson. Friday evening 

pizza social, Saturday program including lunch, and Sunday morning sermon by Pastor 

Anderson. Registration $40, with scholarships available. Plan to come and bring a friend! 

Contact Ina Berkey or Alison Carney with questions. 
 
 

20th YEAR for SCHOOL SNEAKERS FOR GROVE! This is the 20th year that St. 

Stephen members have the opportunity to provide sneakers for Grove community students 

so they can start school this fall in style!  We've been assisting them for two decades and 

can't stop now!  If you like to shop, please buy GIRLS sneakers in any size from 6 to 11, or 

BOYS sneakers any size from 6 to 12, including half sizes for both—these are the most 

needed sizes.    If you would prefer to make a monetary donation, please write the check 

out to St. Stephen Lutheran Church with SHOES FOR GROVE on the memo line.  Cash 

is also accepted.   Please put envelopes with checks or cash in the offering plate, or in the 

black mailbox outside the church by Sunday, July 27.   Shoes will be collected in the 

Gathering Space until Sunday,  August 3.   If you have any questions, please contact 

Nancy Egloff. 
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St. Stephen Calendar: June 29-July 6, 2025 
 

 
SUNDAY, June 29 ~ 3rd  Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 AM Coffee and Fellowship (Gathering Space) 

9:45 AM Worship – Holy Communion (livestreamed on our YouTube channel) 
 
MONDAY, June 30 

10:00 AM Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Office) 

 

TUESDAY, July 1 

8:00 AM  Women’s Breakfast ( Colonial Pancake house) 

 

WEDNESDAY, July 2 

8:45 PM YOGA (Gathering Space) 

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM VBS (Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Norge) 

7:00 PM AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
 
THURSDAY, July 3 

8:00 AM  Men’s Breakfast ( Colonial Pancake house) 

 

FRIDAY, July 4 

Church office closed 

 

SATURDAY, July 5 

5:30 PM AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  

5:30 PM AlAnon (Gathering Space) 
 
SUNDAY, July 6 ~ 3rd  Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 AM Coffee and Fellowship (Gathering Space) 

9:45 AM Worship – Holy Communion (livestreamed on our YouTube channel) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our worship service is available on our website www.saintstephenlutheran.net, click 

on “Worship with Us” and “Services.” 

http://www.saintstephenlutheran.net/
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Leading our Worship and Hospitality Today 
 

Acolyte/Crucifer .................................................................................................. Bill Dichtel 

Altar Guild ............................................................... Diana Tiller-Dichtel and Pam Buckley  

Audio-Visual Team ............................................................ David Nelson and Mike Morgan 

Bread Baker ......................................................................................................... Carol Wiers 

Cantor ....................................................................................................  Ursula Recktenwald   

Communion Assistants ..................................... Cyndy Touhsaent and Diana Tiller-Dichtel 

Flower Delivery ......................................................................................... Nelia Lamoureux 

Greeters/Hosts ................................................................................................. Alison Carney 

Lectors .................................................................................. Karen Nester and Jeane Moore 

Pastor ......................................................................................................... Pastor Jon Nelson 

Tellers ........................................................................................... Beth Grant and Stan York 

Ushers ...........................................................................  Jim Weilmuenster and Glenn Joppa 
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Copyright Information 

I Will Pray  ; Contributors: James Michael Stevens; © 2015 James M Stevens Music ASCAP 

Resignation and Land of Rest; Contributors: Michael Hassell; © 1997 Augsburg Fortress Publishing 

It Is Well; Contributors: James Michael Stevens; © 2015 James M Stevens Music ASCAP 

Tis the Gift to Be Simple; Contributors: Robert Powell; © 2000 Morning star publications 

 

 

One License Licensing Permission Reprinted/Streamed with permission under 

One License #A721099; CCLI Permission Reprinted/Streamed with permission under CCLI License #11256031; Permission granted, St. 

James Press 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SB164403 
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Upcoming Commemorations 

Peter and Paul, Apostles 

 

Sunday, June 29, 2025 

These two strong-willed apostles are the pillars of the church in the first generation after 

Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one who both offered a glorious confession of faith 

and later denied knowing Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of Christians, then was 

converted and helped bring the faith to non-Jewish people. 

Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; John Mason Neale, died 1866; hymn translators 

 

Tuesday, July 1, 2025 

Neale was an English priest who specialized in the translation of Latin and Greek hymns 

into English. Winkworth lived in Manchester, England, and devoted herself to translating 

German hymns. Almost all English-speaking hymnals include many of their translations. 

Thomas, Apostle 

 

Thursday, July 3, 2025 

Though frequently remembered as "doubting Thomas," this apostle also demonstrated a 

willingness to suffer and die with Jesus (John 11:16), and finally claimed the risen Christ as 

"my Lord and my God!" By tradition, he later worked as a missionary in India. Long 

commemorated on December 21, Thomas's celebration is moved to July 3 in agreement 

with ecumenical calendars. 
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St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
612 Jamestown Road, Williamsburg, Virginia 23185 

www.saintstephenlutheran.net 

 (757) 229-6688      
 

Love God, Love People, Form Faith.   
(St. Stephen Lutheran Church Vision Statement) 

 
All of Us, Called Through Our Baptisms Doing Ministry in the World    

Pastor Jon Nelson (320-295-8861) Pastorjn@saintstephenlutheran.net 

Karen Ives – Director of Music (757-229-6688) MusicDir@saintstephenlutheran.net 

Hollie Jones – Parish Administrator (229-6688) Office@saintstephenlutheran.net 

Jessica Kimball – Preschool Director (229-6688) Preschool@saintstephenlutheran.net 

Peninsula Pastoral Counseling Center (873-2273; counselors are in Williamsburg on Thursdays) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.saintstephenlutheran.net/
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Welcome to St. Stephen Lutheran Church! 
Please fill this out and drop it in the offering plate  

or give it to an usher. 
 

June 29 ,2025  

 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 
For guests and members with changes: 

 

Address (Home) _______________________________ 

City/State ____________________Zip ______ 

Telephone # _____________  

E-Mail Address________________________ 

Guests Only: 

I belong to _____________________________ 

 

Church Address  _______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

Please check as many as pertain: 

____ Member 

____ First time guest 

____ Regular guest 

____ Guest (out of town) 

____  Student at William & Mary 

____ Looking for a church home 

____ Desire to speak with pastor 

____ Would like more information about Stephen Ministry 

 

Any comments?  Please be sure your name is above, so we may respond, if necessary. 

 

 



Prayer Requests 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

___ I/ We need a name tag___________________________________________ . 

 

_____ I/We are interested in being a greeter. 

 

_____ I/We are interested in being an usher at the 8:30_____ 11:00______ service 

 

_____ I/We are interested in helping to deliver flowers. 

 

______ I/We are interested in being on the Audio-Visual team. 

 

________I/We can help with the install on June 30th of the playground 

 
 

 

  

 

Please add to the prayer list in this month’s bulletin and next month’s Quill: 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Please remove from prayer concerns: 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 
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Welcome to St. Stephen Lutheran Church! 

Please fill this out and drop it in the offering plate  

or give it to an usher. 
 

June 29, 2025  

 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 
For guests and members with changes: 

 

Address (Home) _______________________________ 

City/State ____________________Zip ______ 

Telephone # _____________  

E-Mail Address________________________ 

Guests Only: 

I belong to _____________________________ 

 

Church Address  _______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

Please check as many as pertain: 

____ Member 

____ First time guest 

____ Regular guest 

____ Guest (out of town) 

____  Student at William & Mary 

____ Looking for a church home 

____ Desire to speak with pastor 

____ Would like more information about Stephen Ministry 

 

Any comments?  Please be sure your name is above, so we may respond, if necessary. 
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Prayer Requests 

 

___ I/ We need a name tag___________________________________________ . 

 

_____ I/We are interested in being a greeter. 

 

_____ I/We are interested in being an usher at the 8:30_____ 11:00______ service 

 

____ I/We are interested in helping to deliver flowers. 

 

______ I/We are interested in being on the Audio-Visual team. 

 

________I/We can help with the install on June 30th of the playground 

 

 

Please add to the prayer list in this month’s bulletin and next month’s Quill: 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Please remove from prayer concerns: 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 

 
 


