St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Love God, Love People, Form Faith.

One of 13,000 Stephen Ministry Congregations Around the World

We believe that community is beautiful and messy and fulfilling and conflicted
and...the POINT. God calls us together into community for the sake of one another,
our neighbors, and creation. We don’t always get it right, but we trust that when we
center the love and grace that Jesus taught, we will get it right more often than not.

You are welcome here! We don’t expect perfect, put-together people; we don’t

want you to conform to us and our ways; we want you to show up as who you are
and to experience the love and grace of God as we have experienced it. And we
hope that once you do, you will join us in sharing it with others too.

April 26, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter



For Your Pravers —April 27-May 3. 2026

Lectionary readings for this week:

Mon — Apr 27: Ezekiel 34:17-23;1 Peter 5:1-5;Psalm 100

Tue — Apr 28: Ezekiel 34:23-31;Hebrews 13:20-21;Psalm 100

Wed — Apr 29: Jeremiah 23:1-8;Matthew 20:17-28;Psalm 100

Thu — Apr 30:Genesis 12:1-3;Acts 6:8-15;Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

Fri— May 1: Exodus 3:1-12;Acts 7:1-16;Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

Sat — May 2 :Jeremiah 26:20-24;John 8:48-59;Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

Next Sunday: Acts 7:55-60 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (5) 1 Peter 2:2-10 John 14:1-14

Join your prayers for healing with God’s desires for Kristin Carter, Ginny
Cummings, Craig Eichfeld, Edith Haecker, Dave Hoyer, Jim Ivey, Sharon Jacobs,
Donna Kittelson, Terri Larsen, Jim Mayfield, Pastor Jon Nelson and Marie Nelson.

Pray for those unable to come to worship: Ailene Bartlett, Ed and Ingrid Brown, Pat
Janot, Marilyn Johnson, Jon Lund, Carole Meyer, Jeanne Nelson, Darlene Simon,
and Kay Wasaff.

Pray for the family and friends of Steve Harms as they greave his death. We especially
hold in prayer Lori Harms.

Pray for these loved ones of our congregation: Randy Altona, Phyllis Andrews, Lori
Bardey and family, Kristin Carter, Carol Baum, Robi Bayard, Jeffrey Berry, Sr., Lila
Bradley, June Brantley, Carol Bergh, Mary Bloom, Doug Bolick, Bob Britcher, David
Carr, Ruth Ann Coski, Amaree Cluff, Dru Dowdy, Judy Drezek, Hollis Fulton, Danny
Gass, Keith and Debbie Glenn, Joan Goodhart ,Charee Hampton, Sue Hassan and family,
Andy Havola, Nick Havola, Kim, Joan and Laurie Heintzelman, Char Henry, Lisa Hill,
Doris Hillenbrand, Michelle Holdsworth, Jaxon Ireland, Don Johnson, Connie Kendrick,
Jenn Kramer, Bob Loubach, Layton, Marnah Lund, Doug MacKenzie, Keara Mahony,
Trish Macerelli, Laura Margolin, Barry and Mabel Martin, Ellen Martin, Mabel Mater,
Jackie Mazzone, Jimmy Mitchell, Liz Montalvo, Bob Myers, Jim Ogborn, Jeanette
Osborn, Rodger Osborn, Maricel Paulin, Janet Popelas, Coral Pumley, Scott Radley,
Kurt Recktenwald, Carol Sue Repass , Brian Ritter, Ruth Sandoval, Lou Schuster,
Pamela Sharp, Kelsey Slay, Valerie Smith, Helen Soultoukis, Vasili Soultoukis, Laura
Spencer, Chad Strausbaugh, Al Stern, Monika Stern, Lara Templin, Lenorah Thomas,
Karli Wallace Thompson, Jenn Tyson, Matt Weilmuenster, Elaine Wrich, and Lynda
Wright




Fourth Sunday of Easter
L. Gathering: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Welcome

Centering Music Psalm 23 Setting, John Carter

When I am in need, God promises to fulfill my needs.
When I am unsettled, God promises to restore me.
When I am frightened, God promises protection and comfort.
When I am in need of food or healing, God promises to provide more than I ask.
When I cry out for mercy, God promises forgiveness.
In life and in death, God promises to be present with me through it all.-Mary Kay Beall

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who i1s seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who i1s, and who is to come. You lead us beside
still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring
waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give
you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy
and sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of
the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new

creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! ELW 385
Bulletin page 11



Greeting The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you

Hymn of Praise
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Praver of the Day

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of
death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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II. Word: God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
First Reading Acts 2:42-47

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was
poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that
everyone has enough.

42 [ The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. > Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. ** All who believed were together and had all things in

common; * they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as
any had need. “ Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread
at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 4’ praising God and having the
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were
being saved.

Reader.: The Word of the Lord. Response: Thanks be to God.

Shepherd Me, O God (Cantor sings stanzas)
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Second Reading 1 Peter 2:19-25

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is
presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity.

1t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering
unjustly. ° If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you
endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 2! For to
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that
you should follow in his steps.?? “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. * He himself bore our sins in his body on the
cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have
been healed. % For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd
and guardian of your souls.

Reader: “The Word of the Lord.” Response: “Thanks be to God.”



Gospel John 10:1-10

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to
abundant life.

Response after announcement of the Gospel: “Glory to you, O Lord.”

[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. > The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. * The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. * When he has brought out all his own, he goes
ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. °> They will not follow a
stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” © Jesus
used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to

them.” So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. ® All who
came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. ° I am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. '° The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
" Response at the conclusion of the Gospel: “Praise to you, O Christ.”

Sermon Dr. Rev Harvey Nelson

Hymn of the Day My Shepherd, You Supply My Need ELW 782
Bulletin page 12

Prayers
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray
for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness.
Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still waters of
your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct our
hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for human
rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence or vengeance.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or injured
(especially). Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a community
where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Here other intercessions may be offered.

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your love. At
our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

III. Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
Offering Invitation
Holy Stranger, at times we do not recognize you. We have inherited beliefs that narrow our
perception. We rely on you, O God, to help us expand our understanding of the Sacred among
us. Stretch us, that we might grow in faith. Challenge us, that we might deepen our commitment
to love’s strange ways.

Offering of Music: 8:30 The Lord My Shepherd Is Austin C. Lovelace
11:00 Nada me Falta: Psalm 23 Mark Sedio

Offertory Prayer

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with
the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you
love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... and join their unending hymn:
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Eucharistic Blessing

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your...

... With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim
the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread
and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come,
Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Holy Communion When receiving Communion, either stand or kneel at the Rail. Pastor will
distribute the bread and a Communion Assistant will come with a tray of pre-filled cups of wine and
grape juice. The juice will be in the middle of the tray. Gluten-free wafers are available as an
alternative to bread. All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper.
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Communion Hymn You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW 484
Bulletin page 13
Table Blessing

Prayer after Communion
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things
new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your
healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,Amen.

III. Sending: God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Sending Hymn All People That on Earth Do Dwell ELW 883
Bulletin page 14

Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, I bless you now and forever. Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude All People That on Earth Do Dwell Setting, Piet Post
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!
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Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.
Music: GELOBT SEI GOTT, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

Text © 1952, ren. 1980 Hymaiis Ancientt & Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carcl Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt., based on Psalm 23
Music: RESIGNATION, North American traditional
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You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
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All People That on Earth Do Dwell
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As We Gather

Restrooms & First Aid
« A gender-neutral, family restroom and a Women'’s restroom can be found in the hallway
behind our Worship Space.
+ Additional Men’s and Women’s restrooms can be found on the lower level of the church
building.
% A first aid kit and an A.E.D. can be found hanging on the wall in the hallway behind our
Worship Space.

Live-streaming
% We regularly live-stream our services and cannot guarantee that you will not appear on
our YouTube or Facebook channel. Sitting in the East Wing or the NE section of the
Worship Space will minimize your chances of being on screen. We can also bring
communion to you if you inform an usher of that desire. Both services are live streamed.

Parents! Thanks for bringing your children to worship.
+ Did you know that intergenerational worship is the single most important activity
encouraging children’s faith formation? (See vibrantfaith.org)
¢ When parents and children need to take a break for a few minutes, there’s a play area
(aka “prayground”) with toys and books in the East wing of the Worship Space.
« Age-appropriate activity bags are available in the Gathering Space — ask an usher for
assistance.

Assistance is Available for You:

¢ An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use, please switch
your hearing aid to “T.”

« Large print worship materials are available - ask an usher.

Health Update: We always encourage you to monitor yourself for symptoms of illness and to
worship from home if you are experiencing any. We have masks and hand sanitizer available
for use in our building should you require.

What’s Happening Today

Flowers this morning are given by Denny & Diana Krieger in celebration of their 61
wedding anniversary.

We thank Dr. Rev Harvey Nelson for filling in while Pastor Jon is out healing.
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Information & Upcoming

Pastor Jon will be out starting April 21 for 2-6 weeks to have and recover from Surgery.
If you need immediate pastoral care please reach out to Pastor Harvey Nelson or Pastor
Gerry Johnson. Thank you and we will continue to pray for Pastor Jon’s quick recovery.

Monthly Caregiver Coffee is April 23" this month.

Please note that April's Caregiver Coffee is changing FROM the usual third Thursday
(4/16) TO the fourth Thursday (4/23). Join us for coffee/tea and conversation at 10:30 at
Panera on April 23rd. We expect to be back to our usual third-Thursday schedule in May.

enCircle Presentation between services on April 26 We will hear about the amazing
work they do throughout the synod and how we can support that work with our time,
treasure, and talents. This will be the final visit by the organizations we support with your
Stewardship of treasure for this year. We encourage you to join us in the fellowship hall
for this presentation.

Seeking I.eaders for “Luke 10” Training. Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ) and
Kairos Center for Religions, Rights, and Social Justice are partnering to help
congregations lead efforts for change in their communities. This program is designed to
help your congregation discern how to faithfully respond to the suffering in your
community using the methods and practices of community organizing. Churches
participate in this program by appointing a 4—5-person leadership team who will attend
our training sessions and then lead their church to develop strategies to enact justice. The
leadership team represents the congregation by joining three Luke 10 Zoom meetings per
month for 9 months beginning September 2026 (committing to 4-8 hours per month);
leading their congregation to implement what is learned throughout the program; and
attending two retreats in Baltimore. Interested parties should contact Pastor Jon by May
17", This opportunity is funded by a grant from the Lilly Foundation.
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St. Stephen Calendar: April 26-May 3. 2026

SUNDAY, April 26 ~ Fourth Sunday of Easter

8:00 AM
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
9:45 AM
10:00 AM
10:30 AM
11:00 AM
6:00 PM

Matins Choir Warm-up (Worship Space)

Worship — Communion (livestreamed on our YouTube channel)
Matins Rehearsal (Worship Space)

AOB (Library/Conference room)

enCircle Presentation (Fellowship Hall)

Chancel Choir Warm-up (Worship Space)

Worship — Communion (livestreamed on Facebook)

LSA Dinner (College room)

MONDAY, April 27

1:30 PM

Bible Study (Library/Conference room)

TUESDAY. April 28

12:30 PM

Preschool Committee meeting (Library/Conference room)

6:00 PM-8:00 PM Stephen Minister Training (Fellowship Hall)

WEDNESDAY, April 29

8:45AM  Yoga (Gathering Space)

7:00PM Chancel Choir (Worship Space)

5:00 PM  Girl Scouts (Preschool room)

7:00 PM  AA meeting (Fellowship Hall)

THURSDAY., April 30

5:30 PM  Handbell Rehearsal (Worship space)

FRIDAY, May 1

SATURDAY, May 2

5:30 PM  AA Meeting (Library/Conference room)

5:30 PM  Al-Anon (Gathering Space)

SUNDAY, May 3 ~ Fifth Sunday of Easter

8:00 AM  Matins Choir Warm-up (Worship Space)

8:30 AM  Worship — Communion (livestreamed on our YouTube channel)
9:45 AM  Matins Rehearsal (Worship Space)

9:45 AM  AOB (Library/Conference room)

10:30 AM  Chancel Choir Warm-up (Worship Space)

11:00 AM  Worship — Communion (livestreamed on Facebook)
6:00 PM  LSA Dinner (College room)
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Leading our Worship and Hospitality Today

ACOIYLE/CTUCIIRT ...t (8:30) Bill Dichtel
...................................................................................................... (11:00) Matthias Hallman
ATLAT GUILA ..ot et e e e e ear e e e et e e e areeeeas (8:30)
............................................................................................................. (11:00) Pam Buckley
Audio-Visual Team.......... (8:30) Tim Judy & Nancy Carter (11:00) Tobias & Liam Janke
Bread BaKer.....o.eviiiiieeeeeee et Heidi Flatin
CaNntOTS ... (8:30) Ellen Bushman (11:00) Terri Larsen
Communion ASSIStants ...........ccccceeeeeeecvveeeeennns (8:30) Diana Tiller-Dichtel & Bill Dichtel
............................................................................................... (11:00) Keith & Nancy Egloff
FIOWET DEIIVETY ..eeeiiiiiieieeee ettt e Diane McCurry
GreeterS/HOSES .....uvviieiieeiieee e (8:30) JR & Diana Lyons (11:00)
LeCtOrS ..t (8:30) Linda Baumgarten (11:00) George Bass
PaSTOT ... a e Dr. Rev Harvey Nelson
TeIETS eeeiieeiieeeee e Tom & Sandy Peterkin and Sandy Croushore
Ushers.......... (8:30) Brian Agor and John McCurry (11:00) Glenn Joppa and George Bass
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Upcoming Commemorations

Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380

Wednesday, April 29, 2026

This theologian was the first woman among Roman Catholics to receive the title "Doctor
[teacher] of the Church." Catherine was a Dominican sister known for her mystical
visions as well as her work on behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned.

Philip and James, Apostles

Friday, May 1, 2026

Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to “come and see.”
Little is known of James, the son of Alphaeus, called “the Less” to distinguish him from
another apostle named James.

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373

Saturday, May 2, 2026

Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God against those who
taught otherwise, Athanasius was an influential church leader around the time of the
Council of Nicea. He was banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright views.
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Welcome to St. Stephen Lutheran Church!
Please fill this out and drop it in the offering plate

or give it to an usher.

April 26,2026

Name:

For guests and members with changes:

Address (Home)
City/State Zip

Telephone #
E-Mail Address

Guests Only:
I belong to

Church Address

Please check as many as pertain:

____ Member

___ First time guest

____ Regular guest

__ Guest (out of town)

_____ Student at William & Mary

_ LSA member

____ Looking for a church home

____ Desire to speak with pastor

______Would like more information about Stephen Ministry

Any comments? Please be sure your name is above, so we may respond, if necessary.



Prayer Requests

Please add to the prayer list in this month’s bulletin and next month’s Quill:

Name:

Please remove from prayer concerns:

Name:

___ I/ We need a name tag
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