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FAITH AND FREEDOM
AT 250

As we near the 250" anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence in July 2026, we face a fraught momentin
our nation’s history. During such times, people of faith
often ask: What is God doing in dark times?

The U.S. semi-quincentennial offers a chance, and
perhaps the responsibility, to reflect on our history and
future: to celebrate what is worthy of gratitude, lament
what has been broken and unjust, and renew our
commitment to the common good. The Constitution is
both grounding and aspirational. Its opening phrase,
“We the people,” points to mutual self-determination;
power resides with the people, not with a monarch or a
religious hierarchy.

But we also must be truthful: at the nation’s founding,
“we the people” narrowly referred to property-owning
white  men. Through amendments and social
movements, civic participation gradually broadened.
Although this expansion was imperfect and often full of
conflict (mostly thanks to the forces of White Supremacy
and Incrementalism), it transformed the nation into a
tapestry of diverse histories and voices striving to
coexist.

The founders held diverse views on God and the divine,
making it hard to say liberty was won in the Lord's name.
Our nation is not a vehicle of divine revelation. It is an
ongoing human project; messy, sometimes courageous,
sometimes cruel, and that is why moral clarity matters.

Our faith calls us to resist distorted patriotism that
harms neighbors and endangers vulnerable people.

Chief among these is Christian Nationalism, an
idolatrous conflation of God’s reign with a specific
nation or culture that harms neighbors and endangers
vulnerable people.

Christian Nationalism often:

e Fuses cultural power with selective Christian
language.

e Undermines the constitutional sovereignty of
“we the people.”

e Marries Christianity to authoritarianism and
violent masculinity, recasting Jesus as a warrior.

e Demonizes empathy and love of neighbor by
shrinking who counts as “neighbor.”

This is not a minor political dispute but a spiritual
danger. While nationalism demands ultimate loyalty,
the gospel calls us back to the Crucified and Risen One
who welcomes outsiders and speaks truth to power.
Resisting idolatry is not just critique; it's formation. We
resist by being shaped by the Church’s prayers and
worship, remembering Christian hope isn't based on
national greatness.

To truthfully mark 250 years, we must listen to long-
excluded voices, especially Womanist, BIPOC, and Queer
experiences that shed light on the gospel and the
realities of civic life for the marginalized. The prophetic
dimension of faith calls us into civic life to support,
rather than to dominate, marginalized neighbors. A key
test: do our policies protect or burden the vulnerable?
Jesus consistently reached out to the marginalized with
healing, restoration, and freedom and invited the weary




into rest. How does our participation in civic life reflect
these values? Or not?

As we celebrate 250 years, we honor a hopeful
democracy and progress toward equality, while resisting
cruelty, shame, and fear in politics and religion. We are
not powerless. By following Jesus’ example (humility,
service, love, justice, and truth), we commit to seeking
the common good in pubilic life.

In Christ,
Pastor Jon

CONGREGATION COUNCIL

What’s Happening at
Congregation Council

The June meeting of Council was held on Monday, June
8. Roberta Sulouff led devotions with a wonderful
description of how meaningful the church community
was to her and her family and an opening prayer was
offered.

Minutes were then reviewed, lightly amended and
approved.

Old business:

e This included the continued finalization of the
HVAC System which is still undergoing final
inspections and review with the contractor.

o The Website Committee had a brief initial
meeting and will meet again July 12 to look at a
number of websites and compare and contrast
features that would be favorable for our
church’s website.

e The Call Committee has been working hard and
has composed a potential call document.

e The Stewardship Committee is scheduled to
meet on June 23 and plan upcoming
stewardship activities. Council also discussed
the process of updating the church membership
roster before those activities to be sure it is up
to date and in line with the findings of the recent
calling by Nancy Egloff and her committee.

e Nominations to Council were discussed. A
couple of potential nominees have agreed to
serve if elected to Council. It was again
expressed that it would be superb if we can

obtain a youth representative and also a
representative with young children as leffrey
Berry and Roberta Sulouff, who fill those roles,
are rotating off Council. New Council members
will be elected at the June 28 Congregational
Meeting.

e Mention was also made that the Finance
Committee could use more members for back-
up, and that they do not necessarily need to
have professional financial backgrounds.

e The Visioning Process for the church was briefly
discussed. This will be very important as we
head into the Call Process and as our Music
Director will be nearing retirement.

New Business:

e Pastor Jon will be attending Power in the Spirit
in July. He also reported that we have four new
members to welcome into the congregation at a
service sometime this summer, date yet to be
arranged.

e The Property Committee reported some
plumbing issues with the men’s downstairs
lavatory which will require installation of a
pump. Also, new direction signs have been
installed at the entrance and exit to the
driveway.

After other brief discussions, a closing prayer was
offered and the meeting was adjourned.

Bill Dichtel, Council Member

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

We have moved to one worship service for the
summer. We will have coffee at 9:00 a.m. and
worship at 9:45 a.m. on these Sundays. This worship
service will be live-streamed as well. We hope that
this joint service will help foster connections
between "8:30 folk" and "11:00 folk" as well as give
our worship leaders a lighter Sunday morning for
these weeks of summer.

Our final joint service will be on September 6.
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3 Pam Anderson

6 Kathie Eichfeld

10 Kristine Eichelberger
11 George Vonderheide
13 Rosemary Stimson
14 Ginny Cummings

16 Janell Nickols

19 Cooper Bailey

21 Linda Baumgarten
22 Vee Nelson

23 Edward Delehanty
24 Doc Anderson

25 Katy Wood

27 Carl Stauffer

29 Sammy Sulouff

Alison Carney
Diana Tiller-Dichtel

Janice Svendsen

Michael Strand

Caroline McKenna

LUTHERAN STUDENT
ASSOCIATION UPDATE

The students are back home for the
summer, enjoying time with family and
friends or earning money for school
through summer jobs. While they are
away, the student leaders and Gerry
Johnson have been working together
to plan a full and welcoming agenda of
activities for the new school year.
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Here are some things we are working on:

e We have contacted Northern Virginia ELCA
congregations to ask for advance notice of
students who will be coming to W&M, so we can
reach out to them before they arrive.

e We are gathering Alumni responses for a
homecoming reunion to coincide with W&M
Homecoming Weekend.

e We are planning an arrival party and dinner
during the first week students are on campus.

e We are developing a regular monthly schedule
that will include weekly dinners, spiritual
connections, social activities, community
service opportunities, and an overnight activity.

e We have quite a new assortment of activities in
mind!

We are truly blessed by the many levels of support that
St. Stephen provides for the students of W&M. We are
grateful for your continued encouragement and look
forward with joy to the coming school year.

Gerry Johnson, LSA Pastor

STEPHEN MINISTRY

AT ST. STEPHEN M

Mimstry
In the Quiet

| enjoy sitting on my porch while it is raining. The sound
of rain falling on the leaves and the smell of the rain
leave me feeling refreshed. | find myself counting my
blessings. | reflect on the things in my life that are most
important and some things of which | might need to let
go. It is a peaceful time for me. | also realize that there
are some people who might not be able to do those
things. Sometimes life is stressful and finding this calm
may be difficult.

This is where Stephen Ministers are a great resource.
Stephen Ministers meet with their care receivers usually
once a week. They listen and offer non-judgmental
support. It does not matter what might be happening in
your life. It may be grief over the loss of a loved one or
close friend. It may be divorce or marital difficulties. It
may be difficult relationships with family members.

Stephen Ministers do not take the place of a professional
counselor. We will work in conjunction with counselors
if needed. While Stephen Ministers will give Christ-
centered care and support, we do not take the place of
pastoral counseling. The most important thing is that
Stephen Ministers provide caring support in a quiet and
confidential manner.

If you find yourself in a position where you feel you may
need this type of care, please reach out to Pastor Jon or
Bill Dichtel, Stephen Leader. If you think someone is
struggling, please let us know as we can reach out to
them. Do you think you might have what it takes to be a
Stephen Minister, please reach out. We would love to
talk to you.

In Christ,
Diana Tiller-Dichtel, Stephen Minister




ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH, WILLIAMSBURG

2026 Theologian in Residence

Featured Speaker:
Kimberly Knowle-Zeller

Writer, pastor, and author exploring faith,
creation, and everyday wonder.

Saturday, Sept. 26, 2026 Sunday, Sept. 27, 2026

God of the Cosmos: Helping Your Children Grow Through Change
How God Walks with Us in Our Everyday Lives .
8:30a.m. Preach early service

9:30a.m.  Gather 10:00 a.m. Dialogue in the College Room

10:00 a.m. Presentation 11:00 a.m. Preach late service
11:50 a.m. Pot-luck lunch

12:45 p.m. Questions & discussion

Location Theme

St. Stephen Lutheran Church Faith, creation, everyday wonder and
612 Jamestown Road, Williamsburg, VA blessings

The speaker’s Living Lutheran reflection invites families to marvel at creation through the night sky, prayer, and
everyday wonder. Her newest book is “Small Steps: Blessings to Lift Your Soul on the Pilgrimage of Life.”

MEN’S & WOMEN’S
BREAKFASTS

> July 7 — Women are invited to join together for

Marcie Clark
breakfast the first Tuesday of this month.

Donna H. Smith

> July 9 — Men are invited to join together for Hacker Smith

breakfast the second Thursday of this month due to Jim Mayfield

the July 4 holiday. Dennis Falloni
Both gatherings take place at 8:00 a.m. at the Colonial Janice Mayfield o
Pancake House, at the corner of Page Street and Ned and Susan Neidlinger

Penniman Road, Williamsburg, VA. The get-togethers
promote conversation and friendship in a casual setting.




1456 SOCIETY DINNER 2026
SAYS
“THANK YOU FOR GIVING”

\Bring forth TS The St. Stephen Endowment
that which s Fund held its annual 1956
Society Dinner at Ford’s Colony

EE‘%&&N Club House on June 18. A

special treat for this vyear

ke 448

i included performances by an
ﬂ ensemble of the St. Stephen
<3 Ringers Bell Choir to celebrate

the replacement of the old bell
carriers with new carriers for transporting and storing
the bells. The purchase was made possible with funds
from the Endowment Fund.

Invited guests included the Kharooty family who
immigrated to Williamsburg from Afghanistan via
Germany in 2025, to join other family members seeking
better opportunities for themselves and their children.
St. Stephen is helping support the family with housing
and tuition assistance, including monetary contributions
from the Endowment Fund.

In a question-and-answer session after dinner, Wais
Kharooty explained that “no one is willing to leave
everything behind. We are very grateful to be here. Since
the return of the Taliban, girls can no longer go to school
for any education. They stay at home and do nothing. My
wife can go to school here, and plans to do so in a
medical field.”

Wais has completed his first year at the Mason School of
Business at William & Mary toward a Master’s Degree.
He closed his comments: “We make our parents proud
that they see us here in freedom and able to further our
careers with education. Our parents are also relieved
that we have met good people. We will never forget the
help that we have received. | will carry this experience
with me my entire life. And we will never break your trust
inus."

If you are interested in supporting this or other activities
of the St. Stephen Endowment Fund, contact Paula
Agor, Reed Nester, Tom Peterkin, Jim Weilmuenster, or
Emily Rossiter.

Emily Rossiter, Endowment Fund Committee

Paula Agor, Endowment Fund Committee Chair,
talks with Wais Kharooty

CONGREGATION COUNCIL

New and Retiring Members

New members were elected to the Congregation Council
at the Congregational Meeting on June 28. They are:
Sandy Johnson, Sonya Lim and David Sulouff. The Youth
Member position remains vacant.

Retiring Congregation Council members are: Jeffrey
Berry (Youth Member), Sandy Croushore, Julie Meeks,
and Roberta Sulouff.




SCHOOL SNEAKERS FOR GROVE
2020

Our St. Stephen community is
beginning our THIRD decade of
providing new sneakers for students
in the Grove community to start
school in style. We began supporting the program under
Marilyn Johnson’s guidance in 2005 and we can't stop
now! As in past years, if you like to shop, please buy
GIRLS sneakers in any size from 6 to 11, or BOYS
sneakers any size from 6 to 12, including half sizes for
both — these are the most needed sizes. Shoes will be
collected in the Gathering Space until Sunday, August 2.
If you prefer to make a monetary donation, please write
the check to St. Stephen Lutheran Church with SHOES
FOR GROVE on the memo line. Cash is also accepted but
please indicate that it is for Grove on the envelope.
Please put envelopes with checks or cash in the offering
plate, or in the mailbox outside the church (along the
paved loop near the side door) by Sunday, July 26. If you
have any questions, please contact Nancy Egloff.

From Hig Handg

Summer Meals for Kids volunteer slots are open and
ready to be filled! We estimate 250+ lunches plus
breakfast items daily being prepared at WISC, 5700
Warhill Trail. Like last year, From His Hands, Delta Kappa
Gamma, Daybreak Church and Wellspring UMC are
working together to fill all the TUESDAY slots. Please
sign up on the Sign-Up Genius link: Summer Meals for
Kids 2025

Or copy this into your browser:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449ADA82EA2

0-summer#/

In addition to the sign-up opportunities for making
lunches and providing cookies, you can help by donating
the following items: 100% juice boxes, no sugar added
fruit cups and fruit snacks, granola bars, cheese crackers,

snack sized cookies, crackers, chips, pretzels and rice
krispy treats. These can be dropped off at WISC between
9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon, Monday - Friday or ordered
from Amazon and delivered directly to WISC through
this link:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/|s/2BGFBFPCR21
ZT/ref=nav_wishlist lists 2.

If you can feed a child for a week, please contribute $25.
If you can feed a child for the whole summer, please
contribute $250. Checks may be written to Williamsburg
Area Meals on Wheels, P.O. Box 709, Williamsburg, VA
23187; subject line: Summer Meals for Kids. Thank you
for helping to relieve food deficiencies for the children
in our community!

Social Ministry Coordinating Committee

SUMMER WMéW
EALS ;

OUR MISSION
Provide meals to school aged children
who, during the academic year rely on

their school meals for the bulk of their ad

nutrition. ﬁ -
e

m WMOW needs your help with funding this ten week program.

We provide lunches and snacks each weekday for children

who are under served in our community. We hope to serve
approximately 300 children.

Volunteers will help with preparation, assembly and delivery
of the meals - meeting families where they live in our community.

Each meal costs approx $5.

CAN YOU LS Bt
HELP?

USE THIS QR CODE

. Can you donate $25
to feed one child a meal

for an entire week this summer?

Or, feed one child

all summer long to join us in our effort to feed

for just 52507 our community’s children (b
—

this summer

QUESTIONS?

Contact Williamsburg Area Meals on Wheels
O 757-229-9250 | @ summerkidsmeals@gmail.com

Together, we can ensure no child goes hungry this summer. ¥




VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
This Summer's

July 27-31, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

This month, we changed the VBS schedule from the
morning, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., to the afternoon, 1:00
to 4:00 p.m., and we saw an immediate surge in
registrations! We now have 40 children enrolled. What
ajoy!

Throughout the month, we have been busy preparing
for VBS. Group leaders are in place, volunteers have
gathered for planning, drop-off and pick-up procedures
have been mapped out, outdoor activity items and props
are being created, menus and crafts are taking shape,
and music is being selected. Yes, we have been busy
bees.

We are getting closer to our July 27 start at 1:00 p.m.,
and we are looking forward to creating a week filled with
laughter, excitement, learning, and joy for the 40
children who will be our guests.

Many thanks to our group leaders:
e Bible Stories: Pastor Jon
e Music: Karen Ives
e Lunch and Snacks: Chris Punchard
e Crafts: Alina Dabel
e Qutdoor Adventures: Sandy Johnson
e Marketing: Jessica Kimball

We are also assembling a wonderful team of volunteers,
and we will be counting on them for many of the tasks
that are so critical to VBS success. It is not too late to be
part of the fun as a volunteer! Please contact Gerry
Johnson at pastorgfj@gmail.com for more information.

SUMMER FILM SERIES

All summer films will take
place on the second and
fourth Sundays of the month
at 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Light snacks will be
provided. There will be an
optional discussion for those
who stay afterwards. Each
month the movies have a theme: July - The Great
American West, and August - Faith. If you have any
questions or suggestions contact Elara Strand at
elaram@mac.com.

July 12, 2:00 p.m. - Reel Injun (2009) Unrated

Come For: The most comprehensive look at North
American Native Americans in film that I've ever seen. It
tracks from the Silent Era to 2009, and all the way north
to the Nunavit town of Igloolik, it's entertaining, it's
educational, it's just plain fascinating.

Stay for: A discussion of the myriad of ways Native
Americans have been depicted on film, as well as a
resource list of the more recent flowering of Native
shows since 2009.

July 26, 2:00 p.m. - True Grit (2010) PG-13

Come For: This is not the John Wayne version. | made a
choice: the 2010 film sticks closer to the original novel.
It's a classic Western tale: 14-year-old girl looks for
justice for her dead father and teams up with a drunken,
mean lawman in a long journey to get said justice.

Stay For: We're getting religious on this one. Our texts
will be Proverbs 28:1, Ecclesiastes 7:1-6 and 7:15-20.
Who are the righteous? Who are the wicked? What is
justice and what is revenge? All views are
encouraged/welcome!

Coming attractions:
August 9, 2:00 p.m. - Rain (1932) Unrated
August 23, 2:00 p.m. - Of Gods and Men (2010) PG-13




ST. STEPHEN
LUTHERAN
PRESCHOOL

It's been a wonderful start to the summer! Our
graduation and moving-up celebrations were filled with
joy, and we've loved spending time with our
preschoolers during summer camp.

This year's campers include rising kindergartners
preparing for exciting new adventures this fall, returning
students beginning their second or third year with us,
and new friends experiencing our teachers and program
for the very first time. It's been a delight to watch
friendships grow and see children learning, exploring,
and having fun together.

Our June summer camp themes included Oceans, Tell Us
a Tale, Dinosaurs, and Cowboys and Cowgirls, providing
plenty of opportunities for creativity, discovery, and
hands-on learning. We will take a two-week break at the
beginning of July before returning for our final three
camp sessions during the last three weeks of the month.
We look forward to finishing the summer with more
exciting adventures and memorable experiences!

A heartfelt thank you to Sandy Johnson and Jean
Gulesian for sponsoring two preschoolers for a week of
summer camp each. Jean also donated pretty cups we
were able to use at our moving up celebration. Your
generosity means so much to these children, their
families and us, and we are incredibly grateful for your
support.

Save the Date. Our Summer Carnival will be held on
Saturday, August 29. Be sure to mark your calendars—
more details will be coming soon.

We also invite you to join us for the installation of our
preschool staff with Pastor Jon on Tuesday, August 25,
at 12:00 p.m., with light refreshments to follow.

We hope you are enjoying the sunshine and making
wonderful summer memories. Thank you for your
continued support of our preschool program - we are so
grateful to be part of this amazing community!

Jessica Kimball, Preschool Director
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<0 Proclaiming Grace Outreach

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Proclaiming Grace
Outreach, we thank you for your generous donation of
chairs to our ministry.

We are grateful for your partnership and support.
Through the sale of these items in our Thrift Store, your
donation will help generate funds that directly support
our programs and services. It is through donors like you
that we can continue working hard to meet the ever-
increasing needs of the residents of New Kent and James
City counties.

Melanie D. King, Executive Director
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SENDING
CANTOR
ANTHEM
CHOIR
KYRIE
ORGAN

GATHERING
AGNUSDEI
LUTHERAN
POSTLUDE
PSALMODY
LTURGY

SANCTUS

Words are hidden N and ¥ and = and € and

Find the following words in the puzde.

AMAZINGGRACE

AMIGHTYFORTRESS
HYMNOFPRAISE
HYMNOFTHEDAY

ACCLAMATION
ORCHABAND
OFFERTORY

Karen lves, Music Director
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BAPTISMAL
ANNIVERSARIES

The significance of baptism, Luther teaches in the Small
Catechism, is “that the old creature in us with all sins and
evil desires is to be drowned and die through daily
contrition and repentance, and on the other hand that
daily a new person is to come forth and rise up to live
before God in righteousness and purity forever.”

Your baptismal anniversary is an opportunity to light a
baptismal candle and to give some prayer time to
reflecting on your experiences during the past year on
your journey in faith!

Pastor Jon Nelson

1 Rita Kristiansen Sandy Reed-Bryant
5 Noah Delehanty
14 Ruth Fenstermaker

16 Theo Bergh
24 Kylen Saunders
29 Stephanie Judy

Others who were baptized in July
Becky Pittman Regina Root
Lou Rossiter

Were you baptized in July but your name isn’t on the list
above? Let us know!

Ak
sl

Virginia Lutherans
FAITHFUL + BOLD + SERVING

Virginia Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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PRAYERS God Hears
Prayer

Join your prayers for healing with God’s desires for
Kristin Carter, Ginny Cummings, Craig Eichfeld, Edith
Haecker, Dave Hoyer, Jim Ivey, Sharon Jacobs, Marilyn
Johnson, Donna Kittelson, Terri Larsen, and Carole
Meyer.

Pray for those unable to come to worship: Ailene
Bartlett, Ed Brown, Pat Janot, Marilyn Johnson, Jon
Lund, Jeanne Nelson, Darlene Simon, and Kay Wasaff.

Pray for these loved ones of our congregation: Bob Alt,
Thomas Alt, Randy Altona, Phyllis Andrews, Sam
Areheart, Kristin Carter, Philip Baker,Bob Bastian, Carol
Baum, Robi Bayard, Jeffrey Berry, Sr., Lila Bradley,
Carol Bergh, Mary Bloom, Doug Bolick, Bob Britcher,
Robert Bunn, David Carr, Ruth Ann Coski ,Amaree
Cluff, Dru Dowdy, Judy Drezek, Danny Gass,Keith and
Debbie Glenn, Joan Goodhart ,Charee Hampton, Sue
Hassan and family, Andy Havola, Nick Havola, Bradley,
Kim, Joan and Laurie Heintzelman, Char Henry, Lisa
Hill, Doris Hillenbrand, Michelle Holdsworth, Jaxon
Ireland, Don Johnson, Connie Kendrick, Jenn Kramer,
Bob Loubach, Pat Layton, Marnah Lund, Doug
MacKenzie, Keara Mahony, Trish Macerelli, Laura
Margolin, Barry and Mabel Martin, Ellen Martin, Mabel
Mater, Jackie Mazzone, Marian McCreary, Jimmy
Mitchell, Marian Mongelli, Liz Montalvo, Bob Myers,
Jeanette Osborn, Rodger Osborn, Maricel Paulin, Dima
Pavlenko, Janet Popelas, Coral Pumley, Scott Radley,
Kurt Recktenwald, Paula Rega, Carol Sue Repass, Brian
Ritter, Ruth Sandoval, Lou Schuster, Pamela Sharp,
Kelsey Slay, Valerie Smith, Vasili Soultoukis, Laura
Spencer, Charlie Stayton, Chad Strausbaugh, Al Stern,
Monika Stern, Lara Templin, Lenorah Thomas, Karli
Wallace Thompson, Betty Lou Tulloh, Jenn Tyson,
Elaine Wrich, and Lynda Wright.




The Quill

St. Stephen Lutheran Church
612 Jamestown Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185

www.saintstephenlutheran.net

July 2026

Congregational Officers:

President Sandy Croushore
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email
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Church Office: Phone: (757) 229-6688
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Congregation Council:

Jeffery Berry (Youth Member) 804-432-5149

Sandy Croushore
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Nancy Egloff
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