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THE ROYAL THRONE 
IN THE MARGINS 

 
On Christ the King Sunday this year, St. Stephen 
Lutheran Church will celebrate a joyous milestone, 
our 70th anniversary. It is incredibly fitting (and 
intentional) that this celebration falls on Christ the 
King Sunday, the grand finale of the church’s 
liturgical year. 
 

When a congregation reaches seven decades of 
ministry, the natural temptation is to measure our 
success by worldly standards. We look at the 
physical beauty of our sanctuary, the stability of our 
budgets, the history of our programs, and the 
endurance of our institution since our founding in 
1956. Earthly kingdoms and institutions always 
measure their glory by their monuments and their 
wealth. 
 

But the Gospel assigned for this exact Sunday offers 
a shocking counter-narrative to how we celebrate 
our success. In Matthew 25, Jesus tells the parable 
of the Sheep and the Goats, painting a final, 
majestic picture of his kingship. Yet, the King on this 
throne does not ask to see our membership rolls, 
our architectural blueprints, or our anniversary 
plaques. Instead, his metric for faithfulness is 
radically different, “I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 
 

 
 

When the righteous ask when they ever saw the 
King in such a state, he answers, “Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.” This text 
reminds us that Christ’s throne is not found in 
places of earthly prestige; it is found in the margins. 
And for 70 years, the truest legacy of St. Stephen 
Lutheran Church has not merely been contained 
within our walls, it has been lived out in those 
margins. 
 

Every time this congregation has mobilized to feed 
a hungry neighbor, every time we have opened our 
doors to welcome an outcast stranger, every time 
we have cared for the sick, comforted the grieving, 
or advocated for the vulnerable, we have 
encountered Christ the King. 
 

That is what we are actually celebrating this month. 
We aren't just celebrating a charter or a building. 
We are celebrating 70 years of seeking and serving 
the living God in the faces of the people the world 
so often forgets. 
 

As we give thanks for the past seven decades and 
prepare to turn the page into the season of Advent, 
we are invited to look toward the future. May the 
next 70 years of St. Stephen Lutheran Church be 
defined by this same upside-down Kingdom. May 
we continue to find our greatest joy, our deepest 
purpose, and our truest encounters with the divine 
not in our own institutional prestige, but in the 
faithful, messy, beautiful work of loving our 
neighbors. 
 

In Christ,  
Pastor Jon 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
 
 

What’s Happening at  
Congregation Council 
 

The Congregation Council last met on Tuesday evening, 
October 13. Per tradition, the meeting started with 
devotions and prayers. 
 

The minutes of the September Council meeting were 
reviewed and approved. 
 

Old Business was then reviewed by Council.  

• Heating and Air Conditioning System:  As 
discussed at the September meeting, we are still 
having issues with humidity and temperature 
regulation. We are withholding final payment on 
the system until we can be assured that it is 
functioning properly. We had addressed this with 
a legal firm in town only to discover that they 
represent Cox-Powell, the local HVAC Contractor 
on our project. Other law firms that can be of help 
have been suggested. Counsel will be sought from 
one of those sources. 

• Website: The Website Committee has been 
working toward development of the new website. 
Currently, materials are being uploaded with plans 
of fully developing the site in the near future. 

• Call Committee: The call has been submitted 
through the Synod looking for a part-time pastor 
and, to this point, there has not been a response 
to our call. 

• Visioning process:  The first meeting for the 
Visioning Process was announced for Saturday, 
October 17. Another will be offered in November 
on a different day of the week, and possibly a third 
session will be held depending on the response. 
Comments and data obtained will be summarized 
for Council and a report will be presented at the 
January congregational meeting. 

• Budget process – Finance Committee: The 
Finance Committee met this week and reports 
that collections are about eight percent behind 
where we should be for the steady collection of 
pledges over 9½ months of the year. While 
November and December often are larger 
collection months because of lump-sum IRA 
payments and other end of year gifts, this is 
farther behind than usual. On the other hand, 
pledge cards for 2027, while not fully collected, 

are showing a favorable trend for increases in 
pledged amounts. 
 

Some expenses are expected to be higher. For 
example, the HVAC system is all-electric and the 
electric bill is currently approximately $3,000 per 
month. There are discussions of adding solar 
panels to the back roof to help offset that 
expense. Staffing expenses are 60% of budget 
which is felt to be very reasonable.  

 

No new business was presented at the meeting. 
 

Officer and committee reports were presented: 

• Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jon continues to be 
extremely busy with all of the services and 
ministries. Recently there has been a lot of end-of-
life ministry as well. He finds great joy particularly 
in the Faith5 Ministry with families with youths 
and has made contacts with other ELCA Churches 
to expand this effort 

• Director of Music: Karen Ives’ report shows the 
joy she brings to all of us with the choirs, the 
college performers, the ringers, the Orchaband 
and her various soloists as well as her own 
keyboard and singing talents that make our 
services so wonderful and inviting! 

• Endowment: Financial Markets lost somewhat 
over the last month but the Endowment Funds 
have performed satisfactorily. Requests for 
funding have been agreed to by the Endowment 
Committee for Vacation Bible School, Men’s 
Retreat, and other activities. To this point, 
approximately $1,500 remains in the funds that 
the Committee could distribute to ministries of 
the church by the end of this calendar year. 

• Preschool: The Preschool is functioning very well 
and enjoys a great reputation and support within 
the community.  

• Stewardship: The “Time and Talents Survey” has 
been quite successful in identifying individuals 
with gifts and energy that they are willing and able 
to dedicate to the church. Those individuals are 
being connected with the appropriate church 
leaders and contacts. Pledge cards appear to have 
favorably increased pledging although not all 
pledge cards have been turned in as of this time. 

 

After reviewing these reports, the meeting was 
adjourned. 
 

Reported by Bill Dichtel, Council Member 
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THEOLOGIAN IN RESIDENCE 
PROGRAM 

 

The Rev. Kimberly Knowle-Zeller, the 2026 Theologian in 
Residence (TIR) on September 25-28, was a true gift to 
the St. Stephen members who attended the Saturday 
session and heard Rev. Kim preach on Sunday. Members 
are still talking about how much her presentation 
reminded us that the God of all creation is also present 
in our ordinary days. She told a story of a vase that 
belonged to her father appeared on her doorstep by 
surprise after many years. How you can even speak a 
blessing while waiting for the school bus. And the small 
moments we overlook. In apparent repeat of the same 
miracle, without prior planning the potluck lunch 
provided more than enough dishes for everyone. The TIR 
committee thanks all those who participated or were in 
church Sunday. We look forward to welcoming an April 
2027 Theologian -- our own Virginia Bishop, The Rev. Dr. 
Phyllis Blair Milton.  
 
Lou Rossiter 
 

The Theologian in Residence Program is funded by the 
SSLC Endowment Fund. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
4 Erika Geier  Stephanie Judy 

Soni York 
8 Paul Black  Sammi Crittenden 

Randy Huth 
9 Joyce Beene 
10 Helen Allen 
13 Donna Kittelson 
16 Linda Reuben  Carol Wiers 
24 Karen Nester 
25 Marilyn Asprey  Benjamin Berry 
26 Diana Krieger 
28 Beverly Hoyer 
29 Ursula Recktenwald 
30 Bob Hanny 

WALK & TALKS 
 

Join Pastor Jon on the Sundays of 
November 15 and 29 for an 
evening walk around our area. We 
will aim to amble for an hour, 
starting at 6:00 p.m. Meet in the 

forecourt unless otherwise directed! 
 
 

HART THANKSGIVING SERVICE. 

Historic Area Religions Together (HART) is having its 
annual interfaith Thanksgiving service on Sunday, 
November 22, at 7:00 p.m. at Walsingham Academy. 
Join us as we give thanks for our many blessings! 
 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
We are tentatively scheduled to go 
caroling at local assisted living 
facilities on the afternoon of Sunday, 
December 6. Save the date, and 
check your bulletins and emails for 
more details to come. 
 

 

WOMEN’S STUDY  
Join us at church on Thursday, 
November 12, as Nancy Egloff 
leads a study of “Pocahontas’s 
People” in conjunction with Native 
American Heritage Month. The 

presentation will be at 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. in the 
library. We will discuss the Indigenous peoples of 
Virginia, both past and present, with a focus on 
Indigenous women’s roles and contributions to their 
cultures. Please join us – and bring a friend! 
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STEWARDSHIP ESSENTIALS 
 
November is the month of Thanksgiving. We should all, 
of course, be thankful for our many blessings year-
round. We are thankful for all of the pledges turned in 
which will help to plan the future for St. Stephen. But we 
are also thankful to everyone who signed up to help with 
our various ministries and committees. Without your 
help, our ministries and our Sunday services could not 
take place as they do. 
 

Helping hands, be it those who prepare a meal or ring a 
bell, sing a hymn or bake the bread, or prepare the altar 
or lead a program or serve on a committee, are what 
make our Sunday service, our many programs and our 
work in the community flourish. Thank you. And should 
you see a need or feel called to help in any capacity, it is 
never too late to join in, to offer your particular talent, 
whether if only for a season or an ongoing commitment. 
Your contributions of time and talent are needed and 
appreciated. 
 
Susan Williamson 
 
 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

AT ST. STEPHEN 
 
When I tell people I'm a Stephen Minister, the reaction I 
usually get is, "Huh?" 
 
When I explain a bit more, the next reaction is often, 
"And you do that for free?" 
 
I understand their reactions. It's not the kind of thing we 
see these days, is it? If you tell someone in crisis you're 
going to give them high quality, confidential, one-on-one 
care, weekly, for as long as they need it, well, they're 
going to start to look for a catch. And there isn't a catch. 
 

To me, that's part of what makes it Christ-centered care. 
As Stephen Ministers we're trying our best to sit with 
you and live out the kind of care for one another Christ 
enjoined us to. It's one hour a week where we try to live 
out the Kingdom of God, and hope from there it can 
spread. 
 
The problems our care receivers face are often great, the 
transitions and endings, both natural and unnatural, 
that can happen in life. Honestly, if I felt I had to fix any 
of what our care receivers, the person we're helping, go 
through, I'd probably be overwhelmed in an instant. But 
mercifully, that's not our job. That's really between God 
and our care receivers. Our job is to listen, to comfort, 
and maybe refill their coffee cup as needed. The good 
thing is we get training for that too. 
 
It's November now, and the next Stephen Ministry 
training will begin in January. If you haven't taken the 
Stephen Minister training, I hope you'll think about it. 
Whether you have or not, I hope you'll pray for our care 
receivers, and maybe us Stephen ministers once in a 
while. Finally, I hope we'll all give our Stephen minister 
trainees next year every kind of support we can. Having 
gone through the training myself just this year, I can tell 
you the support of the church means the world to our 
trainees! 
 
Elara Strand, Stephen Minister 
 
 
 

 

MEN’S & WOMEN’S 
BREAKFASTS 

 
 

➢ Tuesday, November 3 – Women are invited to join 
together for breakfast.  
 

➢ Thursday, November 5 – Men are invited to join 
together for breakfast.  

 

Both gatherings take place at 8:00 a.m. on the first full 
week of the month at the Colonial Pancake House, at 
the corner of Page Street and Penniman Road, 
Williamsburg, VA. The get-togethers promote 
conversation and friendship in a casual setting. 
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As summer comes to a close, we would like to express 
our heartfelt appreciation for your generous donation of 
$1,000. Your support helped Williamsburg Area Meals 
on Wheels provide more than 14,000 nutritious lunches 
to children living in area motels and Section 8 housing. 
At a time when rising food and fuel costs are placing 
tremendous strain on local families, your compassion 
made a meaningful difference. 
 

While our Summer Meals for Kids Program is an 
important part of our mission, our work does not end 
when children return to school. Throughout the year, 
Williamsburg Area Meals on Wheels serves older adults 
and individuals with disabilities who are unable to 
prepare meals for themselves because of physical or 
cognitive limitations. 
 

Each weekday, our volunteers deliver more than a hot, 
nutritious meal. They also provide a friendly visit, a 
reassuring smile, and an important safety check for 
neighbors who may otherwise feel isolated or forgotten. 
We continue this essential work throughout the 
remaining nine months of the year – and every season – 
ensuring that our most vulnerable neighbors receive 
nourishment, compassion, and human connection. 
 

Thank you for supporting the Summer Meals for Kids 
Program and the year-round mission of Williamsburg 
Area Meals on Wheels. Together, we are bringing food, 
dignity, and hope to neighbors who too often 
experience hunger and isolation in silence. 
 

Catherine S. Upton, Executive Director, Williamsburg 
Area Meals on Wheels 
 
 

 
 
On behalf of Olde Towne Medical & Dental Center and 
the patients we serve, I would like to thank you for your 

contribution of $1,500 to support our mission. We 
appreciate your trust in our organization and services. 
 

For over 30 years, Olde Towne has provided high-quality 
medical and dental care to more than 10,000 neighbors 
living and working in the greater Williamsburg area. Your 
generous support allows us to continue making a 
meaningful difference for children and adults who 
otherwise lack access to essential healthcare. 
 

Our mission remains steadfast: "To assure access to 
quality health and wellness care to the residents and 
workforce of the greater Williamsburg community." 
Because we turn no one away, your contribution is a 
vital component of our ability to serve. Your gift truly is 
the gift of health. 
 

Thank you again for your deep commitment to our 
community's well-being. 
 

Aaron L. Thompson, MBA, CRHCP, CMR, Executive 
Director 

 

 

MEAL HOSTS SOUGHT 

 
We have two important and active ministries that 
involve meals. Both our Faith5 meals and our LSA 
Dinners provide opportunities for faith formation and 
community building. Would you be willing to host a 
meal? Faith5 Meals are Mondays at 6:00 p.m. and LSA 
Dinners are Sundays at 6:00 p.m. Sign up to host either 
in the Gathering Space. 
 

 

 
 

MEN’S RETREAT 
 

 

Following the wonderfully successful Women’s Retreat, 
Pastor Gerry and Pastor Jon are excited to be copying 
planning a Men’s Retreat at Sandbridge Beach on 
November 6-8, with a $50 registration fee. Click here to 
register. 
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THE WILLIAM & MARY LSA HOMECOMING LUNCHEON 

For over a year, we had been planning the William & 
Mary LSA Homecoming Luncheon, which was held on 
October 24. We welcomed 55 guests, including local 
alumni and alumni who traveled from as far away as 
Minnesota and Chicago, Illinois. To our surprise, about 
half of the guests had graduated before 2000, with the 
earliest graduate having completed their studies in 
1974. In addition to attending the luncheon, most guests 
also attended Sunday’s Reformation worship service. 
 
The LSA alumni were delighted to connect with current 
students, fellow alumni, and the people of St. Stephen. 
Stories and memories were shared throughout the 
afternoon, and the excitement in the room was 
contagious. Current student officers greeted the guests, 
led the invocation, and hosted a door-prize raffle that 
was a big hit. The luncheon, catered by Two Drummers, 
was delicious and enjoyed by all. 
 
Many thanks to the students who gathered email 
addresses and phone numbers, sent emails, repaired the 
yearbooks,    collected    pictures,    set    up    the    hall,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
participated in the event, and listened to and shared 
stories. We also thank Chris Punchard, Lori and Tobias 
Janke, and Emily and Lou Rossiter for serving the food 
and supporting the event. Finally, we thank the staff and 
leadership of St. Stephen for their continued support. 
 
WALK FOR A CURE 
 
LSA students participated in a walk to support 
Alzheimer’s research and awareness. On October 31, 
four LSA students gathered in New Town for a Walk to 
Cure Alzheimer’s. They formed their own team and 
walked in support of family members and friends who 
provide caregiving or live with this devastating disease. 
 
Alzheimer’s affects one in three families through 
caregiving, direct diagnosis, or close extended-family 
ties. The likelihood of developing Alzheimer’s disease at 
age 65 is approximately one in 10, increasing to one in 
three by age 85. For those with a family history of 
Alzheimer’s, the risk is higher. The students of LSA 
welcomed the opportunity to participate in this 
important community event. 
 
Gerry Johnson, LSA Pastor 
 
 

REFORMATION 
SUNDAY 

(OCTOBER 25) 
 
On Reformation Sunday, St. 
Stephen celebrated the 
Anniversaries of Ordination for 
two members of our community 
with a potluck breakfast 
between services. Pastor Harvey 
Nelson (left) celebrated 55 years 
of ordained ministry. Pastor Jim 
Larsen (right) celebrated 30 
years of ordained ministry.  

 

LUTHERAN STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
(LSA) NEWS 
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ST. STEPHEN 
LUTHERAN 
PRESCHOOL 

 
 

October was filled with fun, learning, and lots of fall 
adventures at preschool! During Fire Safety Week, we 
welcomed a special visit from a fire truck, giving our little 
learners an exciting opportunity to learn about fire 
safety and meet some of the community helpers who 
help keep us safe. 
 
We also enjoyed a wonderful field trip to Holly Fork 
Farm. The children had a blast feeding the animals, 
picking pumpkins, exploring the corn and tire 
playgrounds, and taking a fun hayride around the farm. 
It was a memorable day filled with hands-on learning, 
outdoor play, and plenty of smiles. 
 
Our Halloween celebrations brought even more 
excitement as we went trick-or-treating around the 
church offices with Karen, Pastor Jon, Gerry, Hollie, 
Beth, Jeanne, Janice, and Diana all dressed in costume 
to hand out the treats. The children loved showing off 
their costumes and spreading some Halloween cheer to 
everyone they visited. Pictures from our trick-or-treating 
adventure are coming soon. 
 
We also enjoyed carving pumpkins together, celebrating 
the season with a classic fall activity that let the children 
explore their creativity. Pastor Jon talked about finding 
Jesus in ourselves and sharing our love with others. Our 
little learners really love their weekly chapel songs and 
stories with Pastor! 
 
As we welcome November, we are looking forward to 
more opportunities to learn, play, create, and make 
special memories together. We are so thankful for all the 
wonderful moments we get to share with our 
preschoolers and their families. Happy November! 
 
Jessica Kimball, Preschool Director 
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MUSIC NOTES 

 
 

NOVEMBER SPECIAL SERVICES 
 

On November 1, we celebrate All Saints Day with a large 
choral work by Aaron David Miller entitled Behold Your 
Saints in Glory: Worshiping with the Saints. This work for 
choir, organ, trumpet, and assembly is a complete multi-
movement programmatic piece, including readings and 
prayers from the saints through the ages: 

• Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) 

• Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) 

• Patrick of Ireland (372-466) 

• Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997) 

We welcome Isaac Guinn as our guest trumpeter. One 
service only this day at 9:45 a.m. 
 

On November 8, we welcome to our pulpit the Rev. Tina 
Toburen, our Virginia Synod’s Director for Youth and 
Young Adult ministries. Our women will have completed 
their Fall Workshop on November 6-7, thus, we will 
enjoy a women’s choir to lead our congregational song 
this day. 
 

On November 15, our St. Stephen Ringers are ringing 
our praises again for both services. At the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service, our Chancel Choir will be singing a 
classic favorite amongst church musicians and choirs, 
E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come by Paul Manz with 
lyrics adapted by his wife Ruth Manz from the Book of 
Revelation. The couple wrote this motet in 1953 during 
a time when their three-year-old son was critically ill. 
Reflecting on the time, Ruth Manz reported, “I think 
we’d reached the point where we felt that time was 
certainly running out so we committed it to the Lord and 
said, ‘Lord Jesus quickly come.’” While at his son’s 
bedside, Paul Manz began drafting the composition, 
which later became the current piece.  Their son did 
recover, which the couple attributed to the power of 
prayer. 
 

On November 22, we celebrate Christ the King Sunday, 
the last Sunday of our liturgical year. We mark this day 
also by celebrating (a little early) with a Hymn Festival 
St. Stephen’s 70th anniversary. Technically, St. Stephen 
was organized in early December of 1956. On December 
7 of that year, the congregation held a banquet, adopted 
the constitution and the name, St. Stephen Evangelical 
Lutheran Church along with electing the first trustees 
and the first Church Council. The congregation was 
organized on December 9 with 101 baptized members. 

In recognizing our church’s anniversary, we celebrate 
the church year in readings and songs of the liturgical 
seasons including Advent, Christmas, Baptism of our 
Lord, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and Pentecost. 
The Altar Guild will be busy changing out the paraments 
as we journey through these seasons. Our Orchaband 
will accompanying our hymnody.  A potluck luncheon 
will follow our one-service at 9:45 a.m. this day. 
 

On November 29, we begin a new liturgical year 
observing Advent 1. 
 

Karen Ives, Music Director 

 

FALL FILM SERIES 
All fall films will take place on the second 
and fourth Sundays of the month at 2:00 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Light snacks 
will be provided. There will be an optional 
discussion for those who stay afterwards. 

Each month the movies have a theme: November - 
Women Directors. Any questions/suggestions contact 
Elara Strand at elaram@mac.com. 
 

November 8, 2:00 - Dance, Girl, Dance (1940) Unrated. 
Come for: Director Dorothy Arzner, starring Maureen 
O'Hara and Lucille Ball. On the surface it's a backstage 
melodrama about a ballerina and a burlesque dancer 
struggling to stay friends while they compete for work 
and a man (there's always a man). 
Stay for: The real story. This film is a rare gem: a story of 
women struggling for artistic achievement, self-
actualization, and friendship in a blatantly sexist society. 
The monologue where Maureen O'Hara takes on the 
male gaze and mocks the audience is alone worth seeing 
the whole movie.  
 

November 22, 2:00 - Harlan County USA (1976) PG (a 
strong PG). 
Come for: Director Barbara Kopple's Academy Award 
winning documentary on a strike for a union in a small 
Kentucky town in the early 1970s. The documentary 
took years to make and impacted documentary-making 
thereafter. The filmmakers become deeply involved in 
the lives of the strikers and the result is moving and true. 
Stay for: A discussion not just of the union movement at 
that time, but resurgent union movements in the US and 
what we can do to support them. 
 

Upcoming Attractions: 
Dec. 13 - A Charlie Brown Christmas and other 
Christmas Cartoons. 
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NOVEMBER 
 BAPTISMAL 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

The significance of baptism, Luther teaches in the Small 
Catechism, is “that the old creature in us with all sins and 
evil desires is to be drowned and die through daily 
contrition and repentance, and on the other hand that 
daily a new person is to come forth and rise up to live 
before God in righteousness and purity forever.”   
 

Your baptismal anniversary is an opportunity to light a 
baptismal candle and to give some prayer time to 
reflecting on your experiences during the past year on 
your journey in faith! 
 

Pastor Jon Nelson 
 

1 Barbara Morris 
10 Caroline McKenna  
11 Hannah Wiers 
22 Jim Weilmuenster 
30 Julian Jefferson 
 

Others who were baptized in November: 
 

Michael Strand 
 

Were you baptized in November but your name isn’t on 
the list above? Let us know! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 PRAYERS 
 

 
Join your prayers for healing with God’s desires for 
Kristin Carter, Craig Eichfeld, Jim Ivey, Sharon Jacobs, 
Marilyn Johnson, Terri Larsen, Carole Meyer, Gayle 
Spencer, and Charles Osborn. 
 
Pray for those unable to come to worship: Ailene 
Bartlett, Pat Janot, Marilyn Johnson, Jon Lund, Darlene 
Simon, and Kay Wasaff. 
 
Pray for these loved ones of our congregation: The 
families of Bob Alt, Thomas Alt, Randy Altona, Phyllis 
Andrews, Sam Areheart, Philip Baker, Lisa Baroni, Bob 
Bastian, Carol Baum, Robi Bayard, Lila Bradley, Dawn 
Bell, Carol Bergh, Mary Bloom, Doug Bolick, Robert 
Bunn, David Carr, John Coski, Amaree Cluff, Mary Davis, 
Ronnie Dodson, Pat D’Orazio, Dru Dowdy, Judy Drezek, 
Anne Dwiggins, Bob Friend, Danny Gass, Debbie Glenn, 
Joan Goodhart, Patricia Hallman, Charee Hampton, Sue 
Hassan and family, Andy Havola, Nick Havola, Bradley, 
Kim, Joan and Laurie Heintzelman, Char Henry, Henry 
Hespenheide, Lisa Hill, Doris Hillenbrand, Michelle 
Holdsworth, Jaxon Ireland, Don Johnson, Jim Johnston, 
Kaitlyn Jones, Connie Kendrick, Jenn Kramer, Bob 
Loubach, Pat Layton, Marnah Lund, Doug MacKenzie, 
Keara Mahony, Trish Macerelli, Laura Margolin, Barry 
and Mabel Martin, Ellen Martin, Rachel Martin, Mabel 
Mater, Jackie Mazzone, Jimmy Mitchell, Marian 
Mongelli, Liz Montalvo, Chuckie Moore, Bob Myers, 
Jeanette Osborn, Rodger Osborn, Dima Pavlenko, Lloyd 
Peppard, Coral Pumley, Scott Radley, Kurt Recktenwald, 
Paula Rega, Brian Ritter, Ruth Sandoval, Lou Schuster, 
Caleb Seiler, Pamela Sharp, Kelsey Slay, Evelyn Smith, 
Valerie Smith, Vasili Soultoukis, Laura Spencer, Emily 
Staaker, Charlie Stayton, Chad Strausbaugh, John 
Steigerwalt, Al Stern, Monika Stern, Lara Templin, 
Lenorah Thomas, Karli Wallace Thompson, Simone 
Tucker, Betty Lou Tulloh, Jen Tyson, Elaine Wrich, the 
families of Lynda Wright, Shelly Wrenn, and Bev Utrich. 
 
 
 

 
President Russ White 220-1023 
Vice President John McCurry 606-389-1082 
Treasurer Paul Kristiansen 220-2709  
Financial Secretary Linda Vonderheide 645-4059  
Congregational 
  Secretary Carol Wiers 564-0164 
 
Church Office: Phone: (757) 229-6688  
 email: All email addresses are:  
 _____ @saintstephenlutheran.net  
 
Church Staff: 
Pastor  Andy Ballentine 229-6742  
 email  pastorab@ 
Pastor Cheryl Ann Griffin 876-6371  
 email  pastorcg@ 
Parish and Preschool  
  Administrator Sandy Peterkin office@ 
Director of Music Karen Ives MusicDir@ 
Parish Nurse Marcie Clark ParishNurse@ 
 
      
       

Article deadline: Fifteenth of the previous 
month. 



10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
612 Jamestown Road 

Williamsburg, VA 23185 
  

The Quill          www.saintstephenlutheran.net          November 2026 

Congregation Council:  
 
Russ Dabel 719-645-9510 
Jane deSolms 757-565-5646 
Bill Dichtel 757-232-5334 
Nancy Egloff 757-293-8547 
Beth Grant 703-447-8685 
Jonathan Hallman 757-566-1686 
Sandy Johnson 703-203-4315 
Terri Larsen 804-815-9489 
Sonya Lim 757-703-6861 
J.R. Lyons 757-920-5355 
Paul Reier 757-566-0092 
David Sulouff 978-854-2085 
Vacant (Youth Member)  
 
The Quill is published monthly by  
St. Stephen Lutheran Church  
612 Jamestown Road  
Williamsburg, VA 23185  
 
Editor: Reed Nester 
reednester@gmail.com 
 

Congregational Officers:  
 
President Russ Dabel 719-645-9510 
Vice President Beth Grant 703-447-8685 
Treasurer Brian Agor  757-561-5889 
Financial Secretary Karen Nester 757-869-2949  
 email Finsec@ 
Congregational 
  Secretary Jonathan Hallman 757-566-1686 
 
Church Office: Phone: (757) 229-6688  
 email: All email addresses are:  
 _____ @saintstephenlutheran.net  
 
Church Staff: 
Pastor Jon Nelson 320-295-8861 
 email Pastorjn@ 
Parish Administrator Hollie Jones Office@ 
Director of Music Karen Ives MusicDir@ 
Preschool Director  Jessica Kimball Preschool@ 
LSA Pastor Gerry Johnson 703-209-3599 
  email Pastorgfj@ 

 
 

Article deadline: Fifteenth of the month. 


